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UNITED STATES OF AMERICA a 
TECHNICAL COOPERATION ADMINISTRATION 


Jidda, Saudi Arabia 





July 20, 1953 


MEMORANDUM TO; Mr. J. A. Dunaway 
Acting U. S. Director 


FROM: G. W. Ferguson AL Ww. F 


Chief, Health and Sanitation Division 
SUBJECT: Field Trip to Wadi Khulais 


On July 18, the writer accompanied Mr. Parker to Wadi Khulais 
On an exploratory trip to see the general nature of the area. We 
both were impressed with the relative amount of vegetation we saw. 
In fact, in the north end of the Wadi there was a good sized brook 
which finally disappeared in the gravel bed down stream, 


Since there are few people there, the health problems are 
not many. However, there is a need to investigate the prevalence 
of commnicable diseases which might affect a development program. 


Since I believe that there is a possibility to improve the 
agriculture there by better utilization of existing water, arrange- 
ments are being made for Dr. Butler to plan to make the necessary 
investigations of communicable diseases. 





; 





MEMORANDUM T0: Mr, Edward Yetalg 


Acting Program Officer 
PR: &, 7, Sindlatr, Shia? 


Sransportation and Commmfoations Division 


YS: Your Monoreandya dated July U4, 1953, relative 


to the Rural Commaty Develoument Pruject 
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UYEMORAKDUM August 3, 1953 
TOs kr, Edwerd 
Acting Program 


FROM G, W, Porguson 
Chief, Health & Sanitation Division 


SUBJ'CTs Aural Community Development Project 


Receipt is acknowledged of your proposals for operations, 


On several occasions I heve expressed my opinions conosrning 
this project, The latest oceasion was et « committee meeting held 


on July 9, 1953 when you wore chairman, ‘These opinions do not 
Se re eens we Cnreenn we ear eae 
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August 3, 1953 


MEMORANDUM TO: Edward Betsig 


your Meno. July 23 
3imBJaCT 


a) 
b) 


~—— 


a) 
¢) 


f) 
t) 
g) 


hoting Progtas Officer 


PROM: Robert D. Dolley 


re: for Operations in Rural 
Commun ity Development. 


Ho comment 


tion 
There is Little in the way of getting this opers 


Ty y at an estimate of the cost and 


ra weak nomded vo repair existing dame ant Wall 


Ho tine left for this. 
poatchaeds 

veeks could see this project going 
to comments first paragraph. 


wrong and expensive: second paragraph. 
Start in one place onlys 
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August 2, 1953 


fdward Seteig, Acting Progran Officer 


#, d, lens, Chief, igrieulcure Division 
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TACHRICAL COOPERATION ADMINISTRATION 
Jidda, Saudi Arable 


July 23, 1953 


MEMORANDUM TOs Rutal Commaity Development Comittee 


FROM: Edward Betzlg £4 
Acting Progran Officer 


SUBJECT: Proposals for Operations 


The following proposale are pregented to form ths tagis for 
going projects. After Aecussicn aad study, cach Division should 
present concrete plans of work based on what can be done now and 
in the immediate future with the reohatietaas already in the field. 
Discussions with SAG officials aa to thet» ideas and enggestions, 
and field trips to the arsas soncerned should be mate part of the 


planning protess. 


When such plane have been put into sonmiast, dotedied form, 
gouferences ehould be held with Mr. Hussein and SAG officials 
to got. final clearances on proposals. At this time, the mitter 
of actual implementation should be discussed and every effort 
nade to begin field work. 


Hod Lived 


a) Read vepair and improvement be begun immediately. 
\% this time omphaeia mst be placed on overcoming provurenant 
diffioulties and seeing that Government contractor begins te 
move, Vork and equipment should be supervised by TCA-AG 
offieials ae this is the only wy to assure proper nee and 
maintenanes of equipment. 


») Clarify stetua of wollndrilling operations and work 
ous definite time schedule ~ numtor of yella to be drilled, 
ate, It 1a uaderstood a new rig is to ba sent to Wadi Itwad 
as goon ae a newly-contracted driller arrives. it would be 
best, if possible, for this work to be carried out mder the 
echnical guidance of a TCA geologist. 





ote 


ec) In the latter part of August or early September, 
the Chief of the jgriculture Mision, with whatever 
gpecielists ere in the field, should to to Bl Rarb for 
2 short reconnaissent? to make up a work plan. Following 
this, « TCA technician should be gtationed at £1 Darb to 
help local people improve the irrigation aet-up and methods. 
Supply him with necopsary shovels, picks, wheel~barrows end 
perheps & tractor end trucke to begin emall demonstration 
projects aimd at getting hotter use of surface water. ie 
would elpo work to improve ¢ropa, try out new crops, ete, 


A Palestinian oF other local persona ahould be 
recruited to work with the TCA technician, It is recum- 
monde that the Department of hgrioul ture employes previously 
atationed at Pureida-fnzia be 6° employed, SiG is determined 
that we carry out yoah vors in thie region and wo must usa the 
nen and resources av hand « 


a> When the irrigation engineer being recruited arrives 
in Sewli Arabla, be chould immediately be employed to Carty 
out gtudies in Ttwad and chould select certain projects to 
be carried out on & aenenstrational basis, Stress in ol) 
even york should bs on use of local labor, materials and 
imple machinery. Inproverent of practices and nethods 
now oriployed should he the prime method of approach. If 
ahowld be noted that, at vest, this work requires & large 
outlay of capitel if e ravional flood control ~ irrigaticn 
aysten ia to be built in the Wadi. 


e) In the latter part of August or early September, 
the Chief of the Health Mrigion end his technicians should 
go to GL Derb for a short reconnaissance to carry out a 
health-senitation survey of the Vedi and present: proposals 
for work, It is recomended that 2 local doctor (Middle 
faatera) be recruited immediately and de stationed at a 
clinio located in B1 Dard. A 0, §, Sanitarian shoulé alee 
york in the area and Carty out euch projects as ere considered 
feagible, Tho report of Brinck om the Wadi Patina village 
udght be used oe & nats for diseussion and for drawing up 


work plans, 


“he 


2) This project hag taken so long to get into 
operation that it is imperative we begin now to make use 
of the 0D, squipasnt, supplics, ote., at hand to get 
somthing started, The fact thet there are many difficulties 
to overcoms should not prevent a start from being made, 


During the first weeke, the field party will of 
necsesity have to live in tents or other temporary quarters. 
However, ons of the first tasks of the fleld group should 
be to build a permanent camp neer a water well. Equipment, 
supplies, transport, ete., required for thia work should 
be gotten together and be ready to go by September 1. 


#) Work in Wadi Khulaig - Hade esh Sham should follow 
a comewtat similer plan, Water exploretion and well drilling 
should he pushed. Health end Agriculture surveys should be 
made and work plans drevn up during August so as to bs ready 
to begin work by September, 


An Awerican Agrioulture technician and a local 
agrioulturiet should vork with the people as noted above. 


A Health technician, preferably a Sanitarian, 
after gudying the region, should carry out denonatratien 
projects. 


Temporary living quarters, auch as trailers, 
would have to be provided. 


It is realized that great difficulties remain to be 
overcomes. However, nearly eight months have gone by since 
the Project Agreement was sigaed, Aside from the purchase 
of agus road equipment and some geological exploration and 
woll drilling, nothing haa been done. This project is a 
priority project with SAG and it is up to us to achieve the 
maximum resul 


feitical comnts on the above proposals are requested. 
It should be stressed however, that the time for discussion 
ig past and what is necessary is to draw up work plans and 


get underyny. 


July 16, 1953 





TOs Mr, Edward Betsig 
Secretary to Commnity Development Froject Committee 


FROM: John A, Dunaway, Acting U. S, Director 
of Teehnica] Cooperation in Saudi Arabia 


SUBJECT; Recommendations at first meeting 


1. (a) Please refer to Mr. Bode for the exact amounts obligated 
and charged to the $500,000 contribution of TCA, I think however you 
already know the amount is approximately $200,000, leaving « balance 
of about $300,000, 


(b) Mr, Stacy will supply you with the list of machinery 
already purchased and that which is under purchase, The Committee is of 
course welcome to all available information on this project. However, 
the Committee should be informed that the loan of this machinery does 
not make the Gisan road construction a part of the Commnity Development 
Project nor place the work of the contractor under jurisdiction of TCA, 
The procurement of this machinery is being made in accordance with the 
conditions proposed by TCA/SA and approved by TCA/W, I have handled the 
negotiations with SAC under the direction of the Ambassador. You will be 
kept informed of the progress of the procurement and I, of course, welcome 
any constructive suggestions from the Committee, lowever for the present 
I suggest that the Committee should not consider this machinery trans 
action within its terms of reference but should instead centralize its 
study on plans and programs for the work at E) Darb and Khulais, 


2, I have no objection to adding Mr, Sinclair to the Committee 
as one of the objectives of the Agreement is the "improvement of highways", 
The Committee should bear in mind, however, that this is not meant to 
be construed as including the whole Gisan road as a part of the cooper- 
ative project or that the money SAG spends on it is a proper charge 
against its $500,000 contribution, Personally I am sorry that this is the 
ease for I think a joint project in major road building would produce 
greater and quicker economic benefits in comparison to cost than the 
project provided for in the Agreement. However the task before us is to 
plan how to implement the project as agreed to, 


3. I suggest thet the answer to the Committee's request lies 


scaaeey 3 Si Fe SNCS Sh ateeeenenee Canty Sea £0 6 
result of the Committee's findings and recommendations, It wil) also 


=2= 


depend upon whether this project is undertaken by technicians hired directly 
or whether undertaken by means of the "teams" employed by contract with 
the Near Bast Foundation or other like organizations, I suggest this is a 
problem which the Committee might well explore and make suitable recommen- 
a "team" was being considered, we have no information as to what type of 
in each team, otc, 


4. Iam sure visits to ©) Darb would be useful but for the moment 
I believe these should not be undertaken by reason of expense, It should 
be borne in mind that al] expenses of this nature mst come from our all 
too meager allotment of funds for the several divisions, 


JADunaway/djh 





SecState July 21, 1953 
WIROM TOTEC No. h9 


ea ae es em ee 


Do you intend to recruit technical personnel for Commnity 
Development by contract as proposed in TOTEC 658 and June 20 letter 
Dunaway to Fryer, If so send soonest composition of tean for our 
evaluation, Due to budget limitation with cost of team coming from 
regular program funds suggest not more than 5 technicians be employed 
divided between Darb and Khulais, Due nature agriculture, team mst 
have irrigation engineer to handle surface water problem, Also with 
$0,000 worth medical supplies to establish clinic, need medical 
doctor. 
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CONFIDENTIAL 


Jidda, Saudi Arable 


June 20, 1953 


© INFORMAL 


OFFI 


Dear Si; 


This letter will be confined to the "ural Community Development 
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CONFIDENTIAL 


CONFIDENTIAL 


weeks, ‘The completion of the road will take a considerable time but as 


to how much, I would not hasard a guess, 


At the time the Asir development scheme was negotiated, the plan 
of operation was somewhat nebulous, ee 


agreement, the general purposes are 





* 
et 


Improve health, transportation, highways, education, 


3 


There have been several recomendations as to methods of procedure 


and scope and direction of the work, I refer to a momo, from Mr, Betaig 
of December 11, 1952, with supporting memoranda fron Messrs, Brown, 


Edens and Ferguson. I aloo make som suggestions in my letter to you of 


‘ecenber X, 1952, 
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se OE 


water, I refer to the accompanying statements by Drs, Brom 
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Fr.Ferguson, Chf, Health & San, Dive, dtd bell<5 nen the Effect 
of the Asir Project on the Personnel Pattern of the Division of 


Natural Resources Div, beLie53, Subj: Dard 
Pr ens, Ch Agrieu tare Tira, dtd biless, Subj: Commun’ ty 


Wadi ItwadeAsir, 
Program Officer, dtd 6=1$<53, Subj: Reevaluation of 
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(JAD took cy, to Ambassador 6-20-53) 
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FROM: 
SUBJECT: 
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On April 28, 1953, TCA/SA sent Obligation Number 220 for $h0,000 


for purchase of these supplies, 


the Health and Sanitation Division was not asked to 


aap 


Bus 828 


GWPerguson:o 


UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 
"TECHNICAL COOPERATION ADMINISTRATION 


Jidda, Saudi Arable 





, 
Oye CP Flea > 


Jue 11, 1953 ae 


MEMORANDUM TO: John A. Dunaway 
Acting U. S. Director 


COPIES TO: TCA 
U.S.P.H.S. Division of International Health 


FROM: G. W. Ferguson A y. F : 


Chief, Health and Sanitation Division 


SUBJECT: The Effect of the Asir Project on the Personnel Pattern 
of the Division of Health and Sanitation for FY-54, 


Last January the Division of Health and Sanitation submitted a 
proposed budget for 1954 which listed seven (7) positions to be filled 
by Americans and six (6) positions to be filled by non-Americans, namely 
one medical officer, 1 sanitarian and four (4) interpretors, 1CA/SA 
included these requests in a proposed mission budget but changed the 
non-American personnel to one (1) interpreter and three (3) sanitarians, 


Qn January 7, 1953, a list of four positions was eent to TCA; 
irrigation engineer, general extension agriculturist, sanitarian and 
a physician who was being recruited locally. 


In March, at our request, TCA/Lebanon found a young Arab doctor 
who was willing to accept a job in the Asir but he had to be turned 
down because the project had not progressed far enough to warrant the 
sending of a doctor there, 


On December 29, 1952, a request was made for a sanitarian to be 
hired on contract for the Asir project, He should have had mch county 
health experience and be a mature person, TCA/W offered a young man 
fresh out of college with no experience at all. It was decided to 
accept him and assign him to the Ministry of Health to assist in 
completing the Quarantine Station(provided TCAWW allowed us to sign the 
Quarantine Station Project Agreement) instead of assigning him to the 
Asir Project. This decision was made because water investigations 
indicate at the present time that agriculture development will be delayed 
some time due to the lack of sufficient water. 


(n April 22, 1953, TCA/SA received a cable recommending non- 
sectarian contract personnel team of not less than five men, 


(n April 30, 1953, TCA/SA received a cable reporting preliminary 
discussion with foundation regarding furnishing teams for Asir Project 
and suggesting approach to SAG on this basis, 


(n May 5, 1953, TCA/SA cabled objections to this idea, 





The 1954 budget proposed by TCAM does not allow for the hiring of 
any persons other than the seven who were to be American personnel, The 
hiring of non-American personnel is not provided for, 


Now the questions arise (1) does the team proposed for the Asir 
include health personnel? (2) if so, will this personnel be charged 
against the seven positions allowed in TCAW's proposed 1954 budget? 


Two items should be carefully noted (1) Health and Sanitation 
Division has never received a list of the positions proposed to be 
filled by contract and (2) Planning by the Health and Sanitation 
Division, and in fact all divisions, is seriously handicapped mtil 
the two questions in the above paragraphs are answered, 


It should be recorded that the Chief of the Health and Sanitation 
Division not only seriously questions the adviseability of using any of 
the seven Americans requested for health on the Asir Project, but is 
definitely opposed to the idea, He feels that the projects proposed by 
the Health and Sanitation Division will be more valuable in advancing 
public health in Arabia and that the personnel requested should be used 
on these projects when the Agreements are signed, 


Both the 1953 and the proposed 1954 budgets call for two physicians. 
Until now neither have arrived, It is respectfully requested that TCA/W 


be asked to furnish TCA/SA with information regarding the status of the 
recruitment of both physicians' positions, 


GUF sdg 


RESTRICTED 


fom 





UNITED STATES OF AMERICA ries | 
TECHNICAL COOPERATION ADMINISTRATION h- : 
American Embassy 
Jidda, Saudi Arabia “Upe 
v2 
June 14, 1953 ; 


MEMORANDUM TO: Mr, John A. Dunaway, Acting U. S, Director 
FROM: Glen Brown, Chief, Natural Resources Divsion “\in Cran 
RE: Darb Project 


Test drilling for ground water is not yet complete. The drilling 
of three holes found a small supply of fresh water in one of them 
sufficient for a camp supply. There remain two test holes to prove 
or disprove large supplies of ground water beneath the eastern edge of 
the coastal plain. Drilling has been very slow because of injury to one 
driller and an attack of malaria by a second driller, plus difficult 
weather conditions, The second driller has been instructed to move 
his rig to the two remaining test sites and may be there drilling now 
although we have no communications, Radios on loan from Navy, urgently 
needed for Darb project, were delivered here two weeks ago minus power 
supplies, antennaes, cables, headphones or speakers, and only one of 
two needed rectifiers for each transmitter, The drilling department has 
patched up one set, borrowing missing equipment from the Saudi Airlines 
and driller proceeding to Darb tomorrow will take it with him. The 
testing and reporting of results should be accomplished within the next 
month or two provided we get radio communication. 


Regardless of the discovery of large ground water, the wadi flowing 
through Darb drains the second largest basin in the Tihama-Asir, being 
exceeded only by the drainage basin of Wadi Baish. Furthermore, the 
headwaters of the Itwad drainage includes the highest rainfall known to 
us through the vegetation studies of Dr. John Tothill, These factors 
were considered when the site was chosen, The rainfall comes largely 
in the sumer months and therefore it seems important to me that the 
subjugation from surface rainfall be undertaken as soon as possible 
regardless of the results of test drilling, A large area of land 
classified as Class I by FAO lies along and northwest of the wadi and 
even primitive leveling with perhaps only a few spirit level surveying 
lines might make a very substantial beginning on the project. 


As I had earlier pointed out, a dug well in the basement pediment 
along one of the wadis on the north side of Darb could easily be ex- 
cavated with a few native laborers if the most favorable campsite is 
there, or else water could be hauled from one of the three or four good 
wells along Wadi Itwad in the vicinity of Darb, 





UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 
TECHNICAL COOPERATION ADMINISTRATION ay ee 
Jidda, Saudi Arabia FE ¥ 
MEMORANDUM June 1), 1953 
TO: John A. Dunaway, Acting U.S, Director of 


Technical Cooperation in Saudi Arabia 
FROM: W. J. Edens, Chief, Agriculture Division 


SUBJECT; Commmnity Development Project in Wadi Itwad-Asir. 


9s 


With reference to TCA/W telegran 658, it is my opinion that the 
TCA/W office does not have a clear picture of present conditions concern- 
ing the Asir Commnity Development Project negotiated with SAG on Decem- 
ber 15, 1952, This project was entered into because of the belief by the 
Natural Resources Division and host government that underground water was 
available for reclaiming severalthousand acres of new farm land which 
would result in mch increased agricultural production sorely needed by 


the country, 


Since the project agreement was signed, test wells have been drilled 
to determine the availability of water, Three wells have been drilled, 
Two are sal ty and the third has a capacity suited to a wndmill pum, 
Another well or two are to be drilled before exploration is complete, 

The present outlook, to me, is that ground water will not be available 
for reclaiming the large tract of land northwest of El Darb, the main 


village on Wadi Itwad, 


Farm lands along Wadi Itwad receive moisture principally from Wadi 
Sayls. There are a few hand-dug wells but they are used pimarily by the 
village population and livestock, There are no reliable meteorological 
data for this area, and flood gauges have not been installed, The supply 
of water coming down the wadi during the limited annual period for rain- 
fall is most anyone's guess, Consequently the water available for agri- 
cultural purposes is indefinite, and in some years no water is available 


due to prolonged drouths. 


This situation limits the kinds of crops that can be produced, They 
mst be very drouth resistant, Two crops are grown principally - sorghum 
and millet, Sorghum is the main bread crop and all irrigated fields are 
devoted to it, Millet is grown on land between the wadis and sometimes 
in the bed of the wadis, When visiting Wadi Itwad I did not see any millet 
growing, Natives plant millet on land adjacent to irrigated fields when 
they think rainfall has been sufficient to produce a crop. It is then 
planted in hills 10 to 20 feet square because of the limited moisture. 


I was told that a few vegetables were grown immediately after Wadi Sayls, 
and moisture was insufficient during the remainder of the year, 


The opportunity to improve crop production in the Wadi Itwad area is 
very limited under present conditions, Varieties may be improved, but 
more water is the main key to the development of ~ agricultural progran, 
If more of the sayl water can be made available by way of better irrigation 
engineering, much can be accomplished. It mst be understood that crops 
are produced by flood water (sayl) coming down the wadi due to rains in 
the mountain to the east, and that these floods range from zero to two or 
possibly three each year. Some years the floods are small and very little 
land is irrigated, In other years the floods are great enough to destroy 
the diversion dams, and again the supply of moisture for farming is small. 
The sayls last a few hours or several days and the wadi bed is soon dry 


again, 


Any serious attempt to improve agriculture in Wadi Itwad mst be based 
on increasing the water supply, which apparently mst come from surface 


water, 


All statements above do not mean that work cannot be accomplished in 
the Wadi Itwad area. However, it is my opinion that until ways and means 
of increasing the water supply in this wadi have been determined, it would 
be better judgment on the part of Point IV, when initiating an agricultural 
program, to use its resources in communities or areas where there is more 
available water throughout the year, where the opportunity is mch greater 
for conducting experimental and demonstration work, where farming is some- 
what more progressive, and where improved results can possibly be brought 
more quickly to the attention of farmers, government officials, and the 


general public, 


It is recognized that the Itwad people certainly need help. However, 
it is my opinion that reasonably rounded commnity development projects 
should be undertaken in other areas more favorable to successful accom- 
plishment in the not distant future. I do recommend that a team consist- 
ing of an irrigation engineer experienced in the construction of various 
types of irrigation dams and canals in arid areas and a soils specialist 
be sent to Wadi Itwad to study and determine (1) how more flood water can 
be made available to farmers, and (2) the crop production capabilities of 
the soils on which the water would be used, This could be the beginning 
of a project to make more water available for agricultural purposes and 
lead to an agricultural improvement program and a well defined commnity 
improvement program, But it should be understood that the first few years 
of such a program would do little more than improve, to a certain extent, 
the living standard of the people in that immediate wadi area. 


The agricultural contribution to the general economic development 
of Saudi Arabia this community area can make, as talked of by some, other 
than by providing more food for its own people and the results attendant 
thereto, will depend on whether the large body of agricultural land a few 


Ro ae 


kilometers northwest can be brought under cultivation by providing it 

with irrigation water from the catchment of Wadi Itwad and its tributaries, 
This would call for a large reservoir dam which would cost many millions 

of dollars, and additional funds for canalization, land leveling, financing 
Bedouins in the ownership of land, farm management, other technical assist- 
ance, and a hard surfaced highway of 500 miles from Jidda to Gizan, Such 

a project will require a very large amount of funds, and this paragraph 

has been written to point out the larger possibilities of development in 
the Asir-Tihama, 


Since mech has been written previously relative to road conditions 
between Jidda and El Darb, the necessity for construction of housing 
facilities, the extreme heat, lack of commmication facilities, it is 
assumed that TCA/W is aware of these difficulties, The Khulais area is 
about 60 miles from Jidda and is very accessible from the south. However, 
the water supply for reasonable irrigation purposes has not been determined. 
Also, it might be stated that the landed area is very limited, and the 
village population is approximately 300. We have not as yet had the ser- 
vices of a soils technician to advise on qualities of the soil. 


On the basis of information at hand, I recommend that the following 
steps be taken: 


l. Recommend to the SAG that active technical assistance in the Wadi 
Itwad area be deferred until ground water for irrigation purposes 
has been proven reasonably adequate, and improvements made on the 
road connecting Jidda and the Wadi. 


2. Dispatch an irrigation engineer and a soils technician to Wadi Itwad 
to determine how the present system of obtaining water from the Wadi 
can be improved, and follow this up with concrete work in cooperation 
with SAG, The possibilities of water spreading could be considered, 


3. In cooperation with SAG, select a minimum of three comunity areas 
(including Khulais for the present) for improvement development 
programs in agriculture, health and sanitation, natural resources, 
vocational training and transportation, 


4. Write projects for the selected commmities and get them signed, 


5, Begin assembling personnel, equipment and supplies to implement the 
project agreements, 


It is understood that it will be necessary to have a budget which . 
will permit this work, 


WJEdens:0 


[ 


UNITED STATES OF AMERICA Fs 
TECHNICAL COOPERATION ADMINISTRATION 
Jidda, Saudi Arabia 





June 18, 1953 


MEMORANDUM TO: Mr. John A, Dunaway 
Acting U. S. Director 


FROM: Edward Betzig 
Acting Program Officer 


RE: Re-Evaluation of Asir-Khulais Project 


T. BACKGROUND OF PROTEO? 


Composition of U, S, Contributions 


In July, 1952, SAG was dissatisfied with the relatively small 
TCA/SA program budget and threatened to cancel the program. Dr, Stratton 
held several conferences with Najib Bey Salha, then the Assistant Deputy 
Minister of Finance, He tentatively proposed that he would seek a 
$500,000 cash increase, if SAG would match it, to be spent in some 
community for development purposes, No details are available in the 
field concerning his conferences in August, 1952, in Washington with 
Department and TCA officials. It was decided that TCA would offer 
SAG a package program as of the FY-53 budget - the Railway Survey, 
an Aerial Survey and the $500,000 Community Development Project, 
Ambassador Hare and Dr. Brown are believed to have opposed the idea of 
community development, stressing the peculiar nature of Saudi Arabia 
and the need to push geological studies and land-water use development 
before undertaking an over-all improvement program, 


In a memorandum to Najib Bey Salha from Dr. Stratton dated 
September 13, 1952, it is stated "it is understood that if the project 
is agreed upon, the U. S. Government, through Point 4, would contribute 
$500,000 (five hundred thousand dollars) exclusive of the salaries of 
U. S, technicians, provided that SAG would contribute an equivalent 


sum in Riyals." 


It was clearly understood that the project was thought of by 
Dr. Stratton and so presented to SAG as ‘capital assistance’, 


In a memo for the files from Dr. Stratton dated October 23,1952, 
regarding a meeting with the Deputy Minister of Finance, Suliman Hamad; 
Dr. Edens, Dr. Brown and Sadek Husseini, the following is stated: 


"We should jointly embark upon a Community Development Project 
with the U, S. providing $500,000 exclusive of the cost of the technicians" 
--- "J pointed out that this represented a contribution of nearly one 
million dollars ($350,000 RR Survey, $120,000 Aerial Survey, $20,000 
Schools in Jidda, $500,000 Community Development Project) which was 
in a sense a cash Contribution to the SAG and that in addition to this 
approximate million dollars cash contribution, we plan to give them the 
services of perhaps 40 technicians and that we were prepared to pay not 
only the cust of the salaries of technicians but to pay for the cost of 
their housing in Saudi Arabia." 


The $500,000 contribution was clearly regarded as being a one-year 
contribution - namely FY-53, 


In a letter to Mr, Fryer from Dr. Stratton dated October 23,1952, 
in which the October 22 meeting is discussed, Dr. Stratton wrote: 
"T should add that when asked if TCA would continue with this sort of 
development work another year, I replied that I could not guarantee 
what sums would be appropriated nor for what purposes, I added, 
however, that if in this current year, we could demonstrate here in 
Saudi Arabia that our two governments were working in close and 
friendly cooperation and producing tangible results that I felt that 
both governments would wish to continue this sort of program and 
projects beyond the end of this fiscal year,” 


In a letter to Fryer from Stratton dated November 4, 1952, 
regarding the FY-54 budget, he noted: "It should also be pointed 
out that the budget makes no provision for direct financial 
contributions to Community Development Projects in '54." 


NOTE: 


It should be remarked here that the proposed Community 
Development Project in Tihama-Asir was drawn up on the berest of 
essential information, Some aerial survey work had been done; 
also some geological studies and mapping. FAO teams had also made 
studies in this general area. However, no careful detailed study 
was made of the region with the object in mind of selecting objectives, 
delineating work to be done, estimating costs and time periods and 
how the project was to be carried on over a number of years, 
Considering the very backward, isolated and neglected nature of the 
region, the most careful planning should have been done, It should 
have been apparent to anyone even casually familiar with the region 
that no one-year project could be expected to do much more than touch 
the surface, The only concession to planning was the Agreement's 
provision that the funds obligated in FY-53 would be available for 


expenditure over a three year period, 


TI, SELECTION OF PROJECT SITES 


Selection of the sites had been delayed awaiting Dr. Brown's 
return in lat October, 1952, from the U.S, His decision was of 
prime importance as he was the only staff member in any sense 
familiar with this and other regions, Following his return, due 
to pressure from SAG to present a development plan, there was no 
time available for a careful and comparative analysis of several 
regions, This was unfortunate as the sum of money at hand was very 
small in terms of what was proposed to be done and in terms of the 
very great natural obstacles to economic development work in Saudi 


Arabia, 


RESTRICTED 


Among the sites discussed were the Anaiza-Buraida District, 
Wadi Sahbah, east of El Kharj and west of the Deahana, wadis around 
Jidda and Taif, and southwestern Arabia - namely the northern end of 
the Tihama 6] Yemen including wadis Gizan and Itwad and the Abha Najran 
region and the southern end of Tihama-esh-Sham, including Wadi Hali 
and Wadi Yebah. These latter wadis were favored by Dr. Brown but as 
aerial survey-mosaic work had not been completed as they had been in 
Wadi Itwad, the latter was selected. Wadi Sahbah, of considerable 
potential development value, was not selected due to Dr. Stratton's 
belief it was too close to Riyadh and might, if developed, become 
another Royal farm, The Tihama al Yemen with fair soils and water 
conditions and with certain political factors being considered, was 
regarded with greatest favor although studies were still in their 


beginning phase. 


In a memo to the files regarding the October 22 conference, 
Dr. Stratton writes "We had chosen the areas presented partly because 
they had already been photographed and explored by the Natural Resources 
Division and partly because of their accessibility to Jidda, I also 
pointed out that I had felt that in the areas we presented more could 
be done with the money available and in a shorter time than in certain 
other regions to which we had given consideration." "Of the regions 
we discussed, the SAG officials indicated the desireability of under~ 
taking a Commmity Development Project at Wadi Itwad, Asirjand Wadi 
Khulais, Hejaz." 


NOTE 


I was not asked to attend this or any other conference with 
SAG officials concerning this Project, nor was I given an opportunity 





It might be remarked that Itwad is as difficult of access as any 
location in Eastern Arabia, 


The Tihama-Asir and the mountain Asir region are generally regarded 
as among the most promising, agriculturally, in Saudi Arabia due to good 
soils and a relatively fair rainfall (as compared to the desert climate 
prevailing elsewhere), However, all reports indicate that despite the 
relatively favorable conditions, that the people exist in great poverty 
and are constantly in a precarious position due to their inability to 
use properly the water available, Therefore, the goal ought first to 
be to develop controls over water flow and thus conserve all available 
supplies for use for crops and for human and animal consumption, 


Selection of sites obviously should have been dependent on a 
clear conception of objectives, In selecting the Tihama it is not 
clear as to what objectives were sought. If water development were 
the basic goal, planning would have had to have been in terms of 
years and millions of dollars, (This view is premised on the British 
experience in water development under somewhat similar conditions in 
Aden - specifically the Abayan District, with a local rainfall of 2" 


and heavy rains in the highlands draining into the wadis, on which 
several reports are available). 


In the opinion of most technicians familair with the situation, 
such development is the only really fruitful one, 


The other approach for the Tihama is to try to improve conditions 
mainly through technical assistance. It is to be most seriously questioned 
if such an approach is the most practical. The primitive nature of the 
economy, the lack of transport facilities and the general isolation of 
the region would probably be little affected, even in the course of 

rs, by this method, In more advanced communities such as Qatif, 

fuf, Abha, etc,, this way is undoubtedly sound. But in the Tiham 
it would appear,after careful study, to be impractical until such time 
as the control and use of water sre improved, The very isolation of 
the region mitigates against its being a "demonstration center", Saudi 
officials certainly would not undergo the hardships to see it, It is 
also to be noted that FAO in Wadi Gizan is approaching the problem from 
the viewpoint of land and water development. By providing a sound 
economic basis on which to build, they hope to rejuvenate a now 
stagnant if not actually declining region, 


The Khulais - Hadda esh Sham Yadis appear to be somewhat better 
suited for the commmity type approach, They are readily accessible 
to Jidda and hence might be used to demonstrate to SAG officials what 
can be done to better the life of Saudi rural dwellers. However, the 
water problem is of importance here also. Unless water can be 
controlled and new sources found, additional land cannot be brought into 
cultivation, This means that the present subsistence living can be 
improved only to a very limited degree, 


In summing up site selection, it mst be stressed that any type 
of improvement in Saudi Arabia has to be thought of in terms of years, 
It is a serious mistake to think that conditions here can be changed 
in a few years by a few foreign technicians. Spectacular results 
cannot be expected as Saudi Arabla is a poor land. Real improvement 
will come largely from the discovery of new resources or the efficient 
use of and discovery of new water sources, 


TV WORK PLANS 


The October 23 memorandum from Dr, Stratton notes that he informed 
SAG, when questioned as to work procedure, that "the Natural Resources 
group would move directly to the community with proper equipment and would 
start drilling wells at sites which had already been selected by them 
and that at the same time Dr. Edens would send in agricultural tech- 
nicians to study existing agricultural conditions and discuss ways and 
means for crop improvements with local officials* -~ "it will be our 
intention as soon as possible to send into these communities a public 
health team and that this team would be equipped not only for prevent- 
ative measures in malarial control but would plan to set up a clinic 
for examinations of the people and for treatment of diseases," 


RESTRICTED 
be 


While objectives were left very general and with no detailed plan of 
action worked out, the Saudis were given to understand that work would 
begin immediately. In a letter to Fryer dated November 2, Stratton 
notes that the first job will be to drill wells and "it will be essential 
to improve the road to Wadi Itwad and we may need to purchase or rent 
equipment available here", 


Under these general arrangements, the project started. Great 
delay was experienced in getting a drilling rig into the wadi - and 
indeed the project has continuously suffered from either lack of 
or breakdown of the equipment, When it finally arrived, results were 
far from favorable with two wells proving to be salt and a third 
having a limited quantity of sweet water for camp supply. Further 
drilling is still to be undertaken with results still in question, 

It would appear as though the stress on wells for irrigation has 

caused the need for controlling flood water to be somewhat overlooked, 
However, studies have been carried on concerning the drainage area of 
Itwad and it is recognized that control and use of flood water is of 
prime importance in any planning. FAO plans for Gizan are based on 
flood control projects with a certain amount of well drilling proposed. 
Conditions in Itwad as regards rainfall, etc., are very similar to those 
in Gizan. 


Final decision on road improvement was slow in coming but some 
time ago steps were taken to purchase $150,000 worth of equipment from 
the TCA portion of funds with the Saudis performing the work, This 
expenditure, actually a meagre one, illustrates how necessary pre- 
planning is. If the region is to be developed, such an expenditure 
is only the beginning, The road costs are rough estimates and are 
dependent on the amount and type of work to be done. Under the harsh, 
desert conditions and difficult maintenance problems, equipment wears 
out rapidly. It is to be expected that this item will need to be 
supplemented if the road is to be keptopen and in fair repair, Work 
has not yet begun although SAG has at last selected a contractor to 
do the job. 


Due to slow recruitment of personnel there have been no 
agriculture technicians or public health teams to send into the area, 
Hence, to date, with well drilling still in the exploratory stage, 
the road work still to be begun and the lack of personnel, the project 
remains almost wholly on paper. 


Khulais and Hadda esh Sham are in a similar condition of paralysis 
with water resources still uncertain, 


RESTRICTED 
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V. EONS 


At this time no funds are available for the project, This is 
due to failure to post as an obligation the $500,000 Project Funds 
and their subsequent expenditure for other purposes. To date, 
$150,000 has been spent or is available for the purchase of road 
machinery or equipment and $40,000 for medical supplies, This means 
that in any case, TCA cannot carry out its commitments to SAG under 
the Agreement, This in itself is a most difficult and embarrassing 
situation, 


If work is planned in the area in FY-54, funds mst be obligated 
through the drawing up of a supplement to the Rural Community Development 
Project Agreement, This lack of funds is obviously of prime importance 
as even Washington's proposal to use part of the project funds to 
contract teams of technicians is impossible under the circumstances, 


This latter proposal would require a further negotiation with 
SAG as the Agreement clearly was intended to provide a capital fund 
of $500,000 with technicians being provided in addition. It is 
doubtful if SAG in its present frame of mind would accept this 
proposal, Also as stated previously, the money allocated for this 
project is very little when compared to the long list of services 
proposed to be carried out in the Agreement, 


VI. ATION OF 


The field staff is in agreement that the Itwad project must be 
re-evaluated if the most fruitful results are to be obtained, There 
is the unanimous opinion that such results are most likely to be 
obtained through the improvement in the use and control of water 
resources, Such improvements, while inevitably costly and time 
consuming, will in the long run contribute greatly to the general 
all-round economic development of Saudi Arabia by allowing for an 
appreciable increase in food production, 


The irrigation systems currently used and as described vividly 
in the Van der Plas - FAO report are antiquated and inefficient, The 
amount of flood water which is used economically is only a small 
percentage of what could be used were sedimentation and erosion 
controlled, proper diversion structures, canals and ditches repaired 
or built, Reports indicate that a very apprecible amount of land 
could be placed in production and land already used be made more 
productive were surface water properly handled and in certain 
instances if pumps were installed to enable ground water to be used 
for irrigation purposes. Also related to such work is the need to 
have a thorough knowledge of the soils available in the region, 


Complicating the entire problem is the very backward nature 
of the region with the cultivators lacking modern knowledge with 
which to improve conditions and also without financial ability to 
do so even if desired. Van der Plas reports that disastrous floods 
and lack of any kind of reserves have caused the abandonment and loss 
of lands on the part of many farmers in recent years, 


=Je 


Therefore, the prime objective of this work ought to be to 
stimulate means for controlling and using ground water and surface 
water and carry out actual demonstration projects to train and educate 
the people in the region to use better irrigation methods and systems, 
Soil studies have to be made, leveling and preparation of old and new 
land undertaken, irrigation systems should be repaired, enlarged and 
extended and such new works built as are within the range of the 
financial means available - including canals, diversion structures, 
storage reservoirs, etc, 


It 1s proposed that exploratory drilling be continued and 
studies of control of surface water pressed. Meanwhile, road repair 
will be carried on, As health and agriculture technicians become 
available, they can be sent into the Wadi to begin projects and to 
ameliorate local conditions. Obviously, continued work on the 
project is dependent on a clarification of the mission's financial 
status, At this time, with the project funds expended for other 
purposes, little can be done except such work as technicians can 
carry on without expenditures for supplies, equipment, contract 
work, etc, 


It is clear that an irrigation engineer and a soils expert 
must be on hand to supervise this project, They ought to work in 
coordination with local technicians, These latter will be difficult 
to find but every effort ought to be made to do so. After studying 
the region and using the information developed by previous studies, 
thege technicians will make proposals as to work to be undertaken 
and will prepare designs and plans for the same, Every effort should 
be made to carry out such projects cooperatively and with the partici- 
pation of the local inhabitants, As far as possible, local materials, 
hand tools and labor should be used and the use of expensive machinery 
kept to a minimum, A long range objective must be to train local 
personnel to carry on and extend this work in the future. 


0 CONFIDENTIAL 
P 
Y May 27, 1953 
Control: 658 
Reed: May 28,1953 
FROM: SECSTATE 
NOSEC 
TOTEC 


YOUR 853 
PRIMARY CONSIDERATION DEPARTMENT IS THAT ASIR DEVELOPMENT PROJECT BE 


EXPEDITED SO ASIR MAY CONTRIBUTE GENERAL ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT SAUDI ARABIA, 

IF AGREEABLE EMBASSY AND TCA/SA, SUGGEST FOLLOVING APPROACH ASTR PRYTECT 
BE DISCUSSED SAG, REGULAR SAUDI COUNTRY PROGRAM WILL NOT ENABLE PROCUREMENT 
MORE THAN 5 US TECHNICTANS ACCORDANCE ARTICLE 3A ASTR AGREEMENT FOR EMPLOYMENT 
COUNTRY DIRECTOR'S STAFF AND ASSIGNMENT ASIR PROJECT, SAG MAY BE INFORMED 
3B CONTRIBUTION CAN UTTLIZED SOLELY FOR SUPPLIES AND EQUIPMENT, BUT DEPARTMENT 
FEELS PROJECT WILL BE ACCELERATED IF $200,000 OF 3B CONTRIBUTION WERE TO BB 
USED PROCURE CONTRACT EMPLOYEZS TO SUPPLEMENT US TECHNICIANS AND SAG EMPLYD 
PERSONNEL ASSIGNED THTS PROJECT, 

IF THIS APPROACH UNACCEPTABLE EMBASSY TCA/SA OR SAG, INFORM DEPARTMENT 
YOUR PLANS FOR IMPLEMENTING THIS PROJECT. 

SMITH 


May 5, 1953 
SECSTATE 
853 
CONFIDENTIAL i 
TOTEC 


Interpretation not in accord our understanding intent of agreement 
nor of SAG/ECA officials who negotiated it (See Stratton Sept 13 letter 
to Asst Depminfin and his reply 2716). Fact is that Asir project was 
developed specifically to meet Saudi threat to cancel all TCA activity 
here on ground of its inadequacy and concentration on technical advice 
as compared more generous allotments in neighboring states and use 
therein of TCA funds for materials and other non-technical purposes, 

, In other words project was intended to show increased interest in Saudi 
trabia by (1) expansion of program and (2) giving assistance of quasi- 
developmental character. 


No objection foreseen by SAG to contracting technicians but believe 
to use this as device to reduce TCA total contribution by cost salaries 
housing transportation would impugn good faith of USA. If compellin 
legal or other reasons exist for proposed interpretation request TCA 
incorporate in text communication to SAG and be prepared for unfavorable 
reaction, . 
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RESTRICTED 
FROM: SECSTATE YASTINGTC April 30, 1953 
615 
ROSE TOTEC 


Preliminary discussion held with Near East Foundation for furuishine 
teams for Asir Troject. Article 3B and ¢ authorises procurement 
rersonal services by contract if two countries agree. Article 3 
refers to technicians employed by US as members of Country Mission. 
TCA/SA should approach SAG for agreement to usc fms contributed 
Article 3B and C for this purpose. 
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THOOMING TELEGRAM 

FROM SECSTATE WASHINGTON April 22, 1953 

NOsBC TOTES 599 


eA/W prepared contract with private organisation or foundation 
such a8 Near East Foundation which will assume responsibility under direction 
of Country Director of organization and development of Asir project. 
Ghis appears to be only method to promptly staff and develop project. 
Contractor will not be sectarian and will supply technicians of 
sufficient experience and background as to be acceptable to SAG and 
Point 4 Mission, TCA/W recommends team of not less than five men 
estimated cost per man not to exceed $20,000, If funds are available 
and foundation able, would be desirable to recruit two teams, Supply 
obligation number in amount of $200,000, 


TCA DISTRIBUTION: 
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October 23, 1952, 


FILE 


Jidda, Samii Arable 


Dictated by Samal S, Stratton 
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with Suleiman Hamad, 
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he wishes 


{ 
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA Caren: Qu 


TECHNICAL COOPERATION ADMINISTRATION 





Re: Partial Summary of Conversation with Najib Bey Salha, September 18,1952 





I to Najib Bey Salha that the SAG had available to 
them the foll choices: 


1) We could goforward with the railroad survey and the 
3 program as originally planned but without 


2) We could go on as described above with the addition of 
the Asir development program on a $500,000 matching basis, 


3) SAG could with proper notice cancel the General Agreement 
and all activities which stem from that agreement. 


cory O 0 Powel 


No. 2716 
27/12/71 (September 17, 1952) 


The Respected Mr, Stratton, 
U. S. Director of Technical Cooperation in Saudi Arabia 


Greetings, 


I received your memorandim of September 13, 1952, confirming our 
discussion on that date of the points it clarified and which I would 
like to answer according to their order, 


1. We discussed together the agreement with regard to the railroad 
survey from Riyadh to Hedjaz and we told you that Mr. Buck has written 
us a letter stating that the surveying work which Hscompany is going to 
undertake shall be so complete (detailed) as to allow the Saudi ‘Arabian 
Government to call for bids on construction of the proposed railroad, 
Ve also mentioned to you that Mr. Buck's letter is insufficient due to 
the fact that the agreement with regard to the undertaking of this 
survey at the expense of Point Four is between T,C.A. in Saudi Arabia 
and the Saudi Arabian Government. For this reason a letter similar to 
Mr. Buck's must be submitted to the Government from the Technical 
Cooperation Administration or an amendment of the article referring 
to this item should be made in the ‘greement submitted by you to the 


Government, 


I also received your letter dated September 13, 1952, which oonfirms 
Mr. Buck's letter, I have submitted it to H.d, the Minister of Finance 
who ordered that the discussion of this agreement be postponed two weeks 
until His Excellency has consulted with the higher authorities and has 


gotten a reply thereto, 


2. We are doing our best to complete the houses on the ‘Seen 
designed to house some of the Point Four staff, 


3. The Ministry of Finance shall pay hotel expenses of Point Four 
personnel now living at the Gardens Hotel, We remarked to you, however, 
that it would be appreciated if you try your best to accommodate the 
mentioned personnel in the houses that you - as we understood from you - 
have rented for this purpose and that the rents of which shall be paid 
from the funds of Point Four, 


4, We agreed that a meeting between the Saudi Government officials 
and the experts of Point Four and those of the Food and ‘gricult ural 
Organization is to be held toward the end of September or the beginning 
of October with a view to discuss the program concerning the development 
of irrigation and agriculture in Asir district. We also understood from 
you that the United States Government is willing to contribute $500,000 
(five huddred thousand dollars) in cash exclusive of the ries of 
technicians required for the project,-provided that the Saudi Ara 
Government would contribute &n equivalent sum in Saudi Riyals. 


Please accept my highest respects, 
| Sincerely yours, 
Assistant Deputy Finance Minister 


[Wg 


coe () 6” Gu 


Jidda, “audi Arabia 
September 13, 1952. 


Your Excellency: 


In confirmation of our discussion at you home this morning, 
it is my understanding that we reached agreement on the following 
matters $ 


1. That the Saudi Arabian Government is prepared to 
sign the agreement with regard to the railroad survey 
on receipt of a letter from me as Point Four Country Director 
identical with the letter written to Your Excellency by 
Mr. Charles Buck. 


2. That Your Excellency will make every effort to expedite the 
completion of houses on the compound, including proper 
electrical connections. 


3. That the Saudi Arabian Government wil] pay hotel expenses of 
Point Four personnel now living in the Gardens Hotel, and that 
Mr, Edens, Agriculture, Mr. Ferguson, Public Health, and Mr. Dolley, 
Education, may be authorized by me to arrive in Jidda toward the 
end of September with the understanding that the Saudi Arabian 
Government will pay their hotel exnenses until such time as houses 
or apartments are available for them. It was further understood 
that Mr. Sinclair, Transportation and Communications,may move 
immediately to the Gardens Hotel and that his expenses there will 
be assumed by the Saudi Arabian Government, 


4, That as soon as Dr, Brown and the three experts mentioned above 
are in Jidda, we will initiate discussions with Saudi Arabian 
Government officials looking forward to a developmental program 
in the Asir, 


It is 


® - ® 


It is the understanding that if the project is 
acreed upon, the United States Government, 
through Point Four, would contribute $500,000 
(Five hundred thousand dollars) exclusive of the 
salaries of United States technicians, provided 
the Saudi Arabian Government would contribute an 
equivalent sum in Riyals. 


I would appreciate being informed if I am not correct 
in my understanding of our conversation of this morning. 


Accept, axcellency, the renewed assurances of my highest 
consideration, 


Very truly yours, 


Samuel S. Stratton 
U.S. Director of Technical 
Cooperation in Saudi ‘rabia 


His Excellency, 
Najib Bey Salha, 
Jidda, Saudi Arabia 





Jidda 
July 20, 1953 


MEMORANDUM TO: Mr. John A, Dunaway 
A U. S, Director 


T0A/Jidda 


FROM: Sadek Husseini 
Director, Liaison Office 
for Technical ‘Assistance 


SUBJECT: Rural Commmity Development Project 


It has been seven months since the Rural Commmity Development 
Project Agreement was signed and to date no steps have been taken 
tovards starting the project at either of the two places selected 


In the past, it has been stated that delay was due to lack 
of the necessary staff to carry out the project, I believe that 
this difficulty has been overcome with the number of personnel now 
available, 


No doubt a lot of studies of the existing problems in the 
various fields of work which are involved in this project are 
needed before the work is started, Besides selection of sites, 
the agricultural, health, and other conditions should be closely 
studied and a definite plan be made for the work. So far, only 
one trip has been made to the area concerned while a lot of debates 
and discussions are being held in Jidda without knowing exactly the 
existing problems in the field. 


I shall be very glad if you will let me know of your plans 
concerning this project to enable m to answer inquiries from 
my Government. 


Thank you for your cooperation, 





July 16, 1953 


inatap te Ceomunity Development Irojeet “omittee 
Ae Mumeway ‘eting Ue 8, Director 
+ tedatell Cooperation ‘'n Saudi Arabia 
SUBJECT: Reqommendetions at first meeting 
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Four nore sites for wells were located in the eastern pert of 
Three of these sites ore across the 
with stakes and piles of roeks, 
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TRCHNICAL COOPERATION ADMINISTRATIGH 
Jidda, Ssudi Arabia 


RESTRICTED July U4, 1953 


MEMORANDUM TOs Mr. John A. Dunaway 
heting T. 3. Dirsctor 


PROM: Rdward Hetzig 
Acting Program Officer 


SUBJECT: Report on Rurel Commnity Development Project 
Committee Meeting on July 9, 1953 


The meeting was held to sttemt to get a picture of the 
stetus of the Project and begin to work up plans for implementing 
work, At the beginning, several committes mrbers brought up 
the question of the absonce of Mr. Sinclair and accordingly he 
wag invited to participate as Chief of the Transportation and 
Communication Division under vhich road repair work fells. 


Several persons atressed the need to use moaies left in 
the Froject fund in ae rapid and concrete a manner as possible 
vith empheeis on the £1 Darb part of the Project being given to 
read repiyir end water exploration and use, Discussion took place 
ag to funds already expended and Jt was requested that a state- 
ment of the project's etetus to date be obtained, 


Mr, Fergason stated he ovestioned doing health work at this 
time in the Thame and said he was strongly opposed to the idea. 
However, he would be most eager to participate in such work in 
Wadi Khulais ~ Hada esh Shan, etc, The Agreement ms reviewsd 
and it was agreod that work by a numbex of Divisions could te 
orelitably carried out in thet area. Dr, Dolley said the 
thought of starting an educational program in the area before 
improving the read end bringing in additional water was out of 
the question. 


The auggesticn was made that concrete plans for ths Tiham 
and the Wadis about Jidde should be worked on, These should te 
presented to SAG to get the Government's reaction, Included 
would be pin-polnting areas where work would be dona; estimating 
how mach money would be neaded for further water exploration 
and detatia as to how mach would be expended on other work, 

In this connection, soma discussion took place as to the actus 
procadwras to be followed when expending funds. 


Basthee ls) 
age 
Dr, Edens stated he agreed in goneral with the propose) 


to first stress road repair and water work for the Tiham. He 
favored getting underway immediately in the other location. 


My. Daugherty emphasized the need to build 2 firm foundation 
of information and facts before drawing up plana ead proposals. 
The project has suffered from the very beginning from haste and 
lack of knowledge of basic facts. It was proposed that al) cone 
cerned take a trip to the areas denoted, for the purpose of 
making at least a brief recannaissanes before sny plans are 
draw up as 40 work to be doas, Such studies would delineates 
costs in various areas; then some rough sort of comparative 
cost analysia could be rade on which to pick the optimun 
locetion. Mr. Daugherty said he was completing a study of 
the drainages area of ‘hdl Itwad at this time. Such will be 
valuable for any work in Itwad, At the present time, big 
floods wipe out the prinitive diversion structures throw up 
by the local pecple. Thay need help in building simmle yet 
improved structures so as to gat more efficient use out of the 
sayl waters and avoid the heavy toll of destruction now a 
coustant threat. 


It was decided to circulate to committee members such 
reports as deal with the Project. 


’ é 
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Concerning Itwad, the matter of how much TCA could put inte 
an area of less than 5,000 people was disoussed, Improved water 
uge would allow for s population increase and would serve as a 
model for other wadis, Also, road lmprevament from Jidde te 
ths Thame would affect probably 100,000 persons. Tho several 
Tihama wadis could be developed into food and agriculiural 
producing areas if work such as ie proposed were to be carried 
out. This would be e definite contribution to the economic 
growth end diversification of Saudi Arabla. Dr. idone stated 
4%, would probsbly take about 1-1/2 years to show results in 
Tiwad = to recruit parsonnel, make soil and irrigation studles 
and get projects undervay, 


Some diseusaion took place concerning sanding a tean to 
Tiwad. It waa the cansonaun of opinion that ai this time such 
a step would not be fessible, Perhaps in the future, with 
transporation improved and more water available with better 
irrigation works, the team idea would be practical, 


It was recommended thet the matter of twat trensportetion 
for the Tihaza region be investigated, 


The next meeting will be held during the week of July 11-17, 


COPIES TO: All Comnitiee Members 


Me: COOPERATION nme Biss 
Jidda, Saudi Arabia 


July 4, 1953 


MEMORANDUM TO; Mr. John A. Dunaway 
Acting J. S, Director 


FROM: Rurel Coummity Development Project Committee 
SUBJECT: Resemmendations at Firat Meeting 


1, Tt is requested thet information concerning the current 
finenclal statue of the Rural Community Development Project be 
given to the Committee. This would include a breakdown of money 
expended including a description of road machinery purchased or 
to be purchased; status of the $40,000 medical supply order; and 
the $20,000 charge ageinst Rural Commmity Development Project 
funds for miscellaneous items, 


2, I% is recommended that Mr. Sinclair, Chief of Trensporbation 
and Commmication be made a member of the Commitiee, As the Transport- 
ation and Commnication Division is s vitel element in this project, 
end as Mr, Sinclair's name was not originally included, the Committee 
feels his pregence to be proper and necessary. 


3. I% is requested that inforustion be supplied concerning 
nethods and procedures for expending the remaining Rural Commmnity 
Development funds, What ara the attual steps to be taken by a 
Hivision Chief when he starts to work on a project reqiiring the 
expenditure of funds in the field or in the United States? 


4. Jt is strongly recommended that interested Committee 


Members woke investigetion trips to Wadi Ttwad and the Wadis 
around Jidda as soon as possible, 


copies to; Comlttee Nembars 





| Comoe s Paegee 
American 
Jidéa, Semdi Arable 
pe Se June 16, 1953 


TOs Kr, Clark Yajors 
Michael Beker, te, Tne. 


PROM Meherd 6, Bogus 
Neture] Rescuress Div., TA 


OVBI°CT: Well Loeations ~ Wadi Fulats 


Two alter vere looted, one (Loention A) 40 approximately 
cme kiloreter northeast of Test “e]] Mo, 2 (the well 
and tested by Mr, Cox), The ether site (location B) is three 
kilometers southward from Tewt Yell No. 2, Mr. Cox wae vith ne 
and knows where beth cf the aftes are located, 


pe tethen Se eerie A ee en as After thir ts 
done the hele be deepened between 75 and 100 feet inte 
the shales and another pumping tect be made, If this te deme 
there wil) be some dete on the avount of wter in, or may bo 
expected from, the shale fornstion, 
z) Saree So cnaeasten doe Be hehe. 96 Remtite 8 0b Be 

epee it is found tn the hole at Location A that there 

Ne re 2 Se Ome Cee eee ae 
Tf the yield of water from the shale is low or nil the hole should 
be stopped at the bottom of the grevels, 








CONFIDENTIAL = SECURITY INFORMATION 
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Commnity Development Project: re 19SY- eS 


Many areas in Saudi Arabia are deficient in most basic community services, 

tm the endeavor to stimulate SAG to make efforts to improve, as a beginning, areas 
in the Asir and Hojaz, Point Four has undertaken Community Development Projects to 
b3 Carried on by teems of techuicians working in Agriculture, Health, Education 
and Nattral Resources, Wadi Itwad, in the Asir; and Wadis near Jidda are the 
sites salected by SAG in consultation with Point Four, It is expected that SAG 

ll imoreve the road to Wadi Itwed in order to facilitate movement of water well 
drilling rigscand other See Technicians will begin working with the local 
peopie on the village land, I? water is brought in in fair quantities, as is 
expected, iand reclamation projects may be proposed to SAG, 


Tiws6 Cogumnity Projects will be of a pilot type and if successful may be 
undertaken in other regicns. 





From letter 4/29/53 from Fryer. 


What exactly is the situation on housing in the Asir? Thel indicates 
that plans, booklets, etc., have been sent out but has not informstion 
on whether construction has actually started. If there is some 
impediment that we aren't aware of and can help on, let us know, 

The construction of simple mud houses would be one of the tangible 
results which have been so helpful in training nationals and for 


spreading skills and, hence, leading to an acceptance of our motives 


and willingness to have us participate in other fields, 
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AL COOPERATION ADMINISTR: 
Jidda, Saudi Arabia 


February 16, 1953 





TO; Mr. John Dunaway 


& FROM: Edward Betzig 4 
RE: Meeting on February 15, 1953, with Director General of Agriculture 


A meeting was held on February 15 in the office of Mr. John Dunaway 
and was attended by the Director General of Agriculture, Dr. ens, Mr. Husseini,> 


Mr, Betzig, gud 


The Director General of Agriculture had requested that TCA make suggestions | 
for that part of the SAG Agriculture Budget dealing with Agriculture Stations. " 


i] 
= nd - ~~ 


Following an exchange of formalities, Mr. Dunaway turned the discussion over 
to Dr. Edens. He proceeded to list his recommendations noting that the amomts 
stated were for one station only and hence would have to be multiplied depending 
on the number organized. The number of stations would be largely dependent on “i 
the number of available J. S. technicians and their Saudi Arabian counterparts, . 
The following items were listed. 


—. 





| 1. 10-12 hectares of land. 

ee  Poultry-livestock-seed and plants 40,000 SR | 

Pe . 3.  Ivrigation-Improvement of ditches-diversion structures,etc.100,000 SR a 
4.  Building-for local community workshop to repair tools,etc, 2,000 SR 7 
5. Equipment and materials needed ad demonstrate insect and 


plant disease control 2000 SR 
6.  Bquipment and Storage Room 12,000 SR 
7. Petroleum Products for estimeted vehicles (2) | 5,000 SR | 
8. Housing and Maintenance No figure | 
9, Miscellaneous Naterial,local labor, ete. 15,000SR 
10, Salaries, maintenance of agricultural counterparts No figure 
and for specialists who would work in several locations § given, 
Total «3R175,000 to 200,000 per station. 


It was estressed that buildings, workshop, etc., would be kept as simple 
as possible using native material, 


The Director General stated report could be taken as basis for growth of 
agricultural stations, He noted that the Agriculture Department was considering 
establishing a stock farm near Jidda at Kilo 10. SAG had instructed a contractor 
to put up buildings planned by a poultry specialist, He asked what technicians 
Point IV planned to provide and was told one (1) for each station plus six (6) 
for general work. 





Mr. Dunaway stressed the fact that a technician could have only a limited 
influence and urged the need of having 4 = 5 counterparts learning with each 
TCA man. In this way teaching and experience could be multiplied and gradually 
more and more farmers reached, 


The Director General reviewed the above figures and questioned the amount 
for the workshop. In general, he appeared to accept Eden's figures. He did not 
inquire as to portion to be borne by Point Four and SAG. 


He proceeded to describe the proposed over-all agricultural program for 
the coming year di) The first is to be the proposed FAO Qizan Froject which it 
is planned will be developed along lines successfully applied in the Sudan known 
as the Gezira Scheme. This is operated by the Government, two companies and the 
farmers. He gave a brief description of the project and proposed following a 
somewhat similer one in Qizan with SAG and an American concession company 
providing the funds. It should be noted that this hs the first time such a plén 
has been put forth. Also that until recently the Director General had spoken 
against the FAO. He said he would send a copy of a report on the matter to 
Point Four, , 


2. Agriculture Stetion Inits 

3. Animal Husbandy Program 

4, Upkeep and maintenance of <000-plus pumping units now in the country, 
Repair shops and spare parts are to be imported by SAG. 


He stated that SAG would provide 42,0008 for completion of the Qizan survey, 
He asked if Point Four wag going to undertake repairing the Jidda-Qizan road and 
the Qizan harbor. Mr. Dunaway replied that TCA had never proposed harbor work 
but did propose purchasing road machinery for road repair work. 


The Director General noted that the Aerial Survey of Qizan was to be 
completed by SAG with Glen Brown helping SAG see that proper areas are covered, 
This work will cost approximately $68,000, 


The meeting ended on a friendly note, 
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NG: Ttwed Project 


Tt will be appreciated Lf you will request the Baker Company 
te estimate the amounts and costs of meteriels required for housing 
fagilitios to be constructed near £1 Derb for the Itwad Froject. 

Attached are copies of the descriptions and enumerations 
of various component items of the proposed housing, 
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roof about 6 inches thick or as thick as natives 
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with a large drain pipe, 
iy gallon capacity on stand 15' high, Stand not 
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UNITED STATES OF AMERICA ) pv Roe4~ele 
TECHNICAL COOPERATION ADMINISTRATION | > ae 


ran (~~ a 4 

Jidda, Saudi Arabia a 
January 7, 1953 ye - 

MEMORANDUM TO: John A, Stacy 
Acting Executive Officer 

FROM: W.J, Edens, Chief =~), 
Agriculture Division //. = 
/ 


RE: Itwad Project 


Attached herewith will be found a proposed sketch of housing facilities 
to be constructed near Zl Darb, All mumbers indicate inside measurements, 
Also attached are descriptions and enumerations of various component 
items, 


It will be appreciated if you will obtain a work order, requesting 
appropriate Baker personnel to estimate the amounts and costs of materials 


required, 


TIWAD FROJECT 


WALLS 
To be constructed of native mud or ma brick approximately 15" thick and 11 


feet high, Shower room wells to be plastered up 8! with neat cement. 


FLOOR 
Packed rock, gravel, sand and clay to a hard surface. The floor is to be 
filled in so that it will be 15 inches above ground leve, 


ROOF AND CEILING 
A, Mud and rock roof about 6 inches thick or as thick as mtives build 


them, or 


B, Ceiling of joists and Celotex or boards, Roof to be A shaped and 
elevated sufficiently to allow ventilation between it and ceiling. Eaves 
to extend out two feet, Roofing to be of sheet metal, 


WIRING 
One central ceiling outlet for each room, 
One outlet 2 feet above floor in each bedroom and three in the office and 


living room, 


DOORS 
Doors approximately 3' x 7' for all openings except the front door to 
office and the door to storage room, There should be double doors, 


WINDOWS 
Standard 4' window set, 4' above floor, 


PLUMBING 

large kitchen sink with a large drain pipe, 

Two showers and drain, 

One water tank, 200 + gallon capacity on a stand 15' high, Stand not to 
be connected with house, 

One outside spigot near water tank, 


—_™ : 
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UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 
TECHNICAL COOPERATION ADMINISTRATION 


Jidda, Saudi Arabia 
February 10, 1953 


Program Phases for Improving Agriculture in El Darb Area 


I, Type of Improvement 


A, Extension Service (crops) 


Be 


Experimental and demonstration plot 
Tests for improving present crops 
Tests for suitability of new crops 
Pasture crops and range management 
Teaching improved practices 


Selection Irrigation 
Land preparation Harvesting 
Seeding Storing 
Cultivation Marketing 
Utilization of water resources 
Soil drainage 


Other 


Extension Service (livestock and poultry) 


Improved selection and breeding practices 
Improved feeding practices 

Disease control 

Desert grazing 

Emphasis on increased production per animal 
Other 


Land Reclamation and Use 


Drill test wells northwest of Darb 

Soil survey (soil type map) 

Determine economic feasibility of bringing land under cultivation 
Drainage 

Ways and means of land distribution 

land settlement 

Farm management supervision 

Land and production credit 


Vocational Instruction in Agriculture for Adults and Young People 


l, 
26 


Emphasis on seasonal practices with most instruction in the field 
Visual aids wherever possible 


II, Personnel Requirements (TCA) 


One (1) agriculturist (extension) to be stationed at £1 Darb 


The part-time 


6 6 
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The part-time services of the following research-extension specialists will 
be needed at appropriate times: 


Agronomist (crops) 

Animal husbandman 
Horticulturist 

Soils specialist 

Entomologist 

Irrigation and drainage engineer 
Others when needed 


Other personnel may be required am the program progresses 


ITI Travel Equipment 


One (1) Jeep station wagon - 4-wheel drive and winch 
One (1) Dodge power wagon with winch 


Extra parts and a complete set of emergency tools for each vehicle 
(This is a minimm requirement. The number of personnel working at given 
times will determine the number of vehicles needed) 


IV, Housing 


Personnel: A structure of 4 single bedrooms, a living room, dining room, 
kitchen and shower room to be constructed largely of native materials, and 
wired for electrical appliences, Air conditioning will be required for 
sleeping quarters during the hot months, These quarters will be shared by 
technicians of other TCA divisions. 


Other: Lquipment shed and storage Room for grain, etc. 


V. Estimated Equipment and Supplies for First Year 


Category No, Units Unit Cost Total Cost  G.T, Cost 
l. Fertilizer 57 560 9300 $300 
2, Farm tools 1 kit 200 200 200 
5, Motors 2 100 200 200 


10, Agr. Equipment for 
demonstration plot 
8" horse turn plow 1 20 20 
l-row planter ] 25 25 
Hows, shovels, forks -- 100 100 
Hort. pruning set 1 75 15 
2-section spike tooth 


harrow 1 60 60 
2-gal thermos jugs 6 15 90 
1/2 row wultivator 2 20 40 
spray equipment - - 300 710 


16, Farm 


16. 


17, 
19, 
ee 
26, 
R16 


30. 





re i 
Farm survey kit 1 $150 $150 
Soil test lab kit 1 400 400 9550 
Importation of livestock and poultry $12,000-—~ 
Improved seeds and seedlings 1,200 
Petroleum products to operate vehicles 1,200 
Insecticides and fungicides 500 
Pharmaceuticals, drugs, vaccines 600 
Educational supplies 500 
Office supplies and equipment 300 
Woven wire stock fencing 1,000 
Poultry wire fencing 500 
Sereen wire, fine mesh 100 

GRAND TOTAL $19,860 


William J, Edens, Chief 
Agriculture Division 
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At present a trailer to house personnel is being repaired and 
equipped to be forwarded to El Darb, 


Plans for the construction of housing for personnel are being 
formated and Baker construction personnel will be consulted, 


A general extension agriculturist is needed to initiate agricultural 
improvement work among Itwad farmers, This man should have the following 
‘qualifications: (a) reared on farm, (b) graduate of an agricultural 
college with a major in the field of agriculture, (c) skilled in 
farming activities, (d) minimum experience of five years as a 
successful county agricultural extension agent or teacher of vocational 
agriculture - preferably in an irrigated farming area, and (¢) 
physically fit for outdoor activities and of good health, Also he 
should be willing to live in relatively remote and underdeveloped areas 
and in living quarters for only single men, This employee should be 
uimarried or willing to live away from femily for long periods of 
tine, 


Since Wadi Khulais is a part of our present comunity development 
agreement, I suggest thet a second person with the same qualifications 
as given above be employed to initiate agricultural work there, 


As personnel for field work are requisitioned, transportation 
equipment should likewise be requisitioned, 





A conference is called for 9 a.m. ee 
consider various phases of the "package" program for the Asir. 1 hope 
that each will have cone to more or less definite conelusions as to 
what we are to undertake and how it is to be accomplished, 





RE: Riyadh Visit December 12 and 13, Fryer, Stratton, and Husseini, 








‘Hi 


our conversations on these occasions, 
We also briefly met HE Shaikh 
Affairs, 
after 
val, 


In Riyadh we stayed in His Majesty's guest house, We called on 
the Finance Minister soon after our arrival, lie entertained us at 


luncheon and dimer, 
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for us to visit the site, A 
other wells are in production, I 
water for a small demonstrati 
in this demonstration project 
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Under PROJECT OM! the tentative plan of work follows: 

1, Completion cf serial survey ant nosates ‘ 

2. Completion of any geological stulies “| 

3. Study of the road from Jidda to Wadd Ttund 

ho Detling test wells in soetions preposed by Dr. Brow 

5, The carsying cut of a sot) survey | 

5. Tho sulection of the site vhare lant will be developed ~ 
for agriculture use, ’ 

7, Valeria ani other disease contre) work. “ ; 

igrioultare extension vork at the village of Dard, — 
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PROMCT TWO "Wadi Kimlais, liadi Shan ani Vicinity" 

This Project will be carried out in the following wy: 

1, Completion of any necessary aerial survey 

2, Completion of geologica] studies 

3, Drilling of test wells 

4. Study cf access roads ecnnecting the ares to the Nedim Highway 
5. The carrying out of « soil survey 


6. The selection of the site where lan! will be developei for 
agricultural use. 


7, Malaria and other disease contro] work. 
&, Agricultural and extension work in the areas now cultivated. 


yepes Wil We aa w Getinieg to reqpecine cokeitien, 


Eegh Division will plaee priority orders for the 
which they cal) for. Reoruitnent of either 
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ami 
(3) Condwet an agricultural survey ani carry on extension work, 





(tn 


Ht 
i i anid 
eS 


S 
& 

iF 
: 








RB; Publie Health Pan for tho Commalty Development Projects for 
P1 Dab and Khmlads 


MEMORANDUM TO: Mr, Edward Betaig 
PRO: Mr, G, W, Ferguson 





Exelusive of American personnel, the program's taulget should be ag 
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Persommel ~~ ++ === = $25,000 


Duildingse-=--~== 10,00 


“qulppent 
Supplios 


““*--* 8 © «& 15,000 


“7 ee ee 20,000 


Tramportation --~-- 15,00 
Total $85,000 
oe 
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Memorandum to Dr. Stratton regarding proposed rural community development 


of sites, 
» and the 


considera 
the Tihama al 


Two 
he northern 
Khuleis-Usfan area northeast of Jidda, 
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MEMORANDUM TO: Mr, Edward Betalg 


PROMs Dr, William J, Edens, Chief 


Agrieulture Division 
Ms A Proposed rogram for Improving 


in the 


El Darb ani Nmleis Comamitics, Recommendations 


for Abhe 
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Seal tmeton (Ferguson or 
Inplemonts (Tractor) 


Spare parts for above 


lan’ leveler 
2wton power Carry seraper 
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16, Farm survey kit 
Soil testing lab, kit 
Sei] survey kite 
Imported purebred tw.is 
Imported improved sheep : 
Imported improved poultry 
M4scollansous Equirment 


© 3 § 
$3338.88 


19, Inproved seeds and seedings 
22, Fetroleun & producte 

2%, Insecticides ant fungicides 

27, Pharmaceuticals, drugs & vaccines 


sag: 8 
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- Mr Conditioned 
trailers for office 


R30. 000__ 18 5000 


FARM oad (Cn developed 





Mise = Offloe Suyplies 
and Equipment 600 
Woven wire stoek fence 700 
Poultry vire fence 300 

a. AR aL 1s soreon wire (fine mesh) 240. 2,840. 


CRAMD TOTAL: $126,545 
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tural 
the 


an agrieul 
ps mst t,o 
the Fl Darb improvement program, 


improvenent 
estimated cost of 


Excepting the assistance necessary to e natruct a dam, 


TF sham = 4 Co Pig ey 
(SEE <CONFERENCES WITH SA OFFICIALS 


fs DR. STRATTONS FILE MEMO,ON 
MEETING WHICH LED TO THIS IETTER) 
parks” apt Macha , 





iis Excell 
the Depeky Minister of Pinanee 
rag 
Greet 
P pec 


and explained to Your Fxcellency some of the observations solely relating 
to the text of this Agreement, Novewer, this \grosment end the relevant “(74/5 3 
\greements (vhose purposes are the fulfillment of Projects and whose " 
is far and of long duration) do not comprise all the assistance by 

the country nor are they the beginning of the work required. It is 

imperative thet the aseistance should come be 

lesst in their outset, in the form of tangible and effective assistance 


3 

8 

3 

3 
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week ond the methods adopted by then are old, laggard and ineffective, 
With his meagre knowledge, the local former does not knoy hov to utilise 
the rich resources at his disposal. To raise the stand 

of farmers and the'r ability is the corner-stone 

which the Government aspires to attain. 


Major projects will neither beer fruit nor be of benefit as long es 
farmers are sticking to the old methods which do not enable them to utilize 
the wells, springs end fertile lends at their disposal, 


Purthernore, Oizan, Darb, Bani Shu'ba or Kulais do not comprise all 
of the Kingdom, 


[, therefore, think thet the first assistance needed is to form 
seven agricultural units (mechanical and technical) each consisting of: 


1, A mumber of bulldozers and tractors of large, medium and 
anal] sises, 


me 


Qne unit will be stationed in each of the following districte: 


1. Riadh and the districts attache’ to it, including the 
southern vadis. 


2, Sessa, Danmam, Gatetf and the districts attached thereto, 
3. Gaseom, Ha'tl, Brafda, Oneizea and districts attached thereto, 





4. Northern Districts, the station of which will be at Medina, 
and including the districts and wadis in the north, 


5, Them District, including Gizan, cunfetha, Leith and having 
its station at Gisan. 


6, Sarah Ddstrict, with its station sitwted betveen Shahran, 
lahran and Yomen, 


7. Wijas and Teif District, including adjacent territories 
and the wadis surrounding Mecca, 


f these seven districts will have a complete unit empovered 
machines to farmers at reasonable rates which will help 
disbursements of these units and be within the seope of the 
and earthern dams and enable then to til) 
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Institute’ and "Txperimental ‘tetion" of 

on hand, cannot be discussed or alterations for their 
future made before His Mejesty's Government reed ves the complete reports, 
plans and other particulers, prepared by the F.A.0. expsrts after the 
Gonpletion of their field studies in the southern part of the ¥ingdom 
(both in Tihama and Sarah), 


Tt will be necessary for iis Majesty's Government to give its 
decision with regard to the two large sums allocated for the establishment 
Institute and the Agricultural ‘xperimental Station 
within one district of the Kingdom with its yust area, to study the collective 
reports of the experts to be able to tell beforehand, the agricultural 
benefits degired, to determine the amounts that it will be eslled upon to 
contribute for these projects so as to mlance ite » to examine its 
financial position and to begin the vork in accordance vith the allocetions 
provided for these projects in the budget. I have been informed 
Dy, Tothill thet the allocations required anount to *1,000,000 I 
have already written to the F.A.0. requesting it to furnish me with the 
reports of the exverts and will discuss everything in due course. 


: 


This hes been one of the main reasons that made 
necessity for a good Liaison between the 





Sineerely yours, 


Director General of ‘grieulture 
Ahamd Obeid 


Jidda, Saudi Arabia 


December 10, 1952 


TO: Dr, Stratton 
PROM: Edvard Betzig 


RS: Comments on letter from the Director General of ‘Agriculture 


to the Deputy Minister of Pinance concerning the Agreements 


in Agriculture and ®urel Community Development 


strikes the aye {s the statement thet Point 
the areas and districts", Hence he opposes 
on one district to the exclusion of others, 


of the assietance needed to improve sgricultural 
« Me would have Point Four bring aid simultan- 





the agriculture budget of Point 
aress and distriets" vould 
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spent in other development projects, ck iouhis 1s nos 0 sigh tat 
gan spend her of) ineame without careful planning, Indeod, agricul tural 
projects should only be undertaken if their economic utility is clearly 
evident, Potential new lands ore fev, lSnormous sections are wholly 
useless, The date ts the only agricultural product which has been produced 
in suffielent abundanee to have even a fair surplus for export. 


Thus Point Four faees no easy task, The intention is to work on a 
nunber of suall pilot projects, as in Wadi Ttwad, Wadi Kulels, ete., Other 
projects include technical aid to stwiy and contro) plant and animal diseases 
which will have application over many areaa of Arebic, The study and develop 
ment of wool and meat producing sheep and goate would be of value to the 
country, This latter project should be seriously considered, ‘nless Arable 
undergoes a most unlikely climtic change or science discovers sone cheap 
way to produce rain, the greatest part of the country can be wed for li 
besides grazing and herding, 


Viewed in the light of the above conditions, it would appear as though 
the Director General's proposal thet seven agricultural units be provided 
ig ¢ most mrealistic one, Actually there is groat disparity between the 
regions he mentions, Pach hes ite om peculiar needs, No nest pookage 
unit could be provided which would bring forth miracles. The ides recalls 
the extravegent conception of "tractor stations" of other countries and 
one wonders if the ‘doa is not « romantic plan to avoid confronting Saudi 
Arabian realities, 


The main criticism of the "unit" idea would obviously be based on its 
very questionable utility and economic feasibility, The question is, 
"does this idea confront the real problems of Saudi ‘rablan agriculture 
and would it be any more than a costly experiment’? Other criticims mut 
reat on the very high coat of such a proposal; the lack of agriculturists, 


& 


combine machines, drilling rigs", as though a main reason for low Saudi 
Arablan productivity was its low degree of mechanisation, 


"Quick and tangible" results, such as the writer speaks of, are nost 
difficult to attain in Agriculture, Some of the horrendous failures of 
plans to produee quick results such as the British groundnut and egg 











Avabla a garden spot; certainly not a plan which offers a "quit 


The statement concerning the "two million dollars to be spent by Point 
Four at Darb end Khulais" is an error as to the anomt, Furthernore the 
$500,000 Community Development Project for tise projects is to cover the 
costs of developaent in a number of fields besides agriculture, These 
aweaeg ag Riedmy: nerfed atermabinactiewng yh py - ama 

is the further error concerning Point Pours $2,000,000 budget. 
Actually the tadget is for a Little over $1,500,000, spread over several 
divisions. 


Tt 1s obviows that a meeting should be held with Department of 
Agriculture representatives at vaich time the Saudi Arablan Point Four 
program might oe explained to them, Certainly, the Point Four secks 
the cooperation and afd of the Department of Agriculture but Little good 
will come of the mtter {f this department {6 permitted to harbour mise 
sondeptions as tothe extent or objectives of our Program, Also, it 
would be tragic if anything we were to do would cause false hopes to be 
created, JI have stressed the difficult nature of local conditions, Too 
frequently, foreign writers have glossed over t hese actualities and conjured 
up roay futures based on slight evidence, Point Pour contributions can 
help increase agricultural production, but neither we nor anyone else 
Gan create miracles miless nature or solence change the basic geography 
and climtic conditions of the Arabian Peninsula, 
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> 12/1 
BXCERPTS FROM MEMO FOR bbs FROM STRATTON RE CONFERENCE YQXXXRX with 
DEPUTY MIN. OF FIN, Directo of Agri and Sec, to Finance Minister 


11-3 Ja5 2 4 :p eM, 


In general question being raised seemed to be: "Would TCA provide agricultural 
machinery and equipment for FAO technicians working separately from TCA tech- 
nicians?" Our reply was that we would be glad to cooperate with FAO technician: 
but that we would not furnish the Saudi Government machinery and equipment 

for projects supervised by FAO technicians, 


We discussed the Community Development Projects, and I made it clear 
that the contributions - both USA and Saudi - were not soley for Agriculture 
development but included expenditures for Health, Transportation, Education 
and Water Resources. ee 


The Director of Agri. then went into a long discussion on his own 
proposal for agricultural development in 8 separate areas, He asked for 
my comments on his proposals and I suggested that the report which he had 
written should be translated into English, I would then study it and meet 
with him to discuss it at a later time, 


TT a ar ee 


MEMORANDUM TO: Mr, John A, 


Acting U, S, Director of Technical 
Cooperation in Saudi Arabia 


FROM: W, J, Edens, Chief 
Agriculture Division 





RE: Wadi Itwad Program 


Attached hereto is "A Suggested Plan for TCA and SAG to Initiate a 
Commmity Improvement Program in the Wadi Itwad Area." 
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MEMORANDUM FOR THE FILES 
FROM: Mr, Hiward Betzig 
RE: Meeting with Mr, Garry Oven; Mr, J, G, Hamilton, 
Agricultural Adviser of Aramco; Mr. Dunaway; and 
Mr Betaig, August 19, to diseuss various aspects 
of Aramco's Agriculture Program and Point 4 
FAO Agriculture Programs, 
Recommendations of Mr, Hamilton are as follows: 
1, Efforts could be profitably expended in two areas! 
Be Hofuf-Al Hasa area, and 


b, The Agir 


pro 
use of water, and techniques adopted 
damaged by accumlation of excess salts, 
Stressed importance of Jabrin as potential development 
area, At present little is done here due to excess ground water 
which damages soil, and the dry swmers, If water were properly 
controlled through drainage, etc., this area plus the above two 
should provide in the neighborhood of 60,000 productive acres, 


In Hamilton's, and the consensus of other participants, 
the Al Hasa area is important for the following reasons! 


1, large local labor market available; 

2, large consumr market; 

3, Well developed local transportation system; 

4, Adequate supplies of water; 

5, One of the fow areas in Arabla which has been mapped 
provid 


6, Area's 


The Asir: Hamilton stated that the Asir has definite 
agricultural potentialities; however, problem of cooperation with 
FAO is present, Asir would provide food for markets in Mecca, Medina, 
Teif, and Jidda currently deficient, Yet this would involve invest- 
nent in roads, dams, irrigation works, and other capital consuming 
projects. Consensus of opinion was the following: 


Asir has: (1) avatleble local labor, (2) potential market 
in Hejez, (3) lacks transportation network, (3 

deal of money for development, This factor is of prime importance due 
to fact that up to the present time SAG has contributed virtually 

to Asir development other than expressions of interest, It is likely 
that outside ageney, such as Point 4, would have to contribute large 
sums if such development could take place, 


In contrast to Al Hasa, Asir not likely to be political 
trouble spot in future, Adequate water supplies, good quantity poten- 
tial agricultural land capable of producing a variety of crops, 


Hamilton would definitely give first priority, however, to 


experimental 

agricultural college; says while they are necessary in long run they 
would probably be of little use &t this time, Thinks a date man could 
be most profitably used who would be able to select the best varieties 
and then have the program set up with the objective of teaching proper 
spacing of trees and the use of first-quality trees, States that a 

farm can profitably be dedicated to plantings of selected variety 
which would become the center for wide distribution, Said he would not 
pay attention to isolated oases but would concentrate on certain Limited 


Stated one of reasons for SAG disinterest in Asir is fact that 
many parts of it are largely of Negroid and not of Arab descent, 


Hamilton 


that would likely collapse as soon as Point 4 assistance is with- 
drawn = or to put it better, affirmatively to engage only in such 
projects as the Saudis eould be expected to carry on without ald. / 


He did not favor experiment stations and agricultural 
colleges at this time, These take too long to show concrete 
results - and they have the additonal disadvantage of lack of 

with sufficient scientific knowledge to benefit from them, 
Two or three demonstration farms would be better - farms on which 
what is already known in the way of improved varieties of plants, 
nethods of culture and water-handling would be demonstrated, No 
place either for "éxtension agents" at present, 


The first step is the soil survey at each place water for 
irrigation is available, Since water will be insufficient for all 
land, it is advisable to select the land with the best soil, Lilte - 
wise an experienced irrigation engineer is necessary as well as 
experienced drainage enginner, 


Hamilton stressed the advisability of starting nothing 
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December », 1952, 


Mr. Fryer 
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I would be glad to have your reaction to the plan and whatever 


suggestions or advice you may have for its improvement, 
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March 31, 1953 





j ize -: 
; ing 3 


is Hy 


Very truly yours, 









ahron 
1-Ferg son 





Technical tion 

Mministration, 
Anericen Embassy, 
Jidda, “eudd Arabia. 
Dr. Mohammed Khashukji, 
Ministry of Health 
Mecca, Santi * 
Dear Dr, Khashuk ji: 


Technical Cooperation Administration has a small quantity of 
maleria control supplies which were ordered for the Acir project. 
However, they are not neodod at present, and therefore we request 
that they be stored in the Ministry's warehouse now, 

We have discussed this request with Dr, Hashem, who suggested 
that a written request be sent to you, 

Sincerely yours, 


Gerald ¥. Ferguson, Chief 
Health und Sanitation Division, 


ce: TOA/W 


wor 


maway 


me ATTA. H 
AsGFergusons pn 





Mr, Robert C, Moneure, 
Agriculturist, OFA-TCB, 
U.S. Department of Agriculture, 
Washington 25, D.C, 


Dear ir, Monevre: 


Thank you for your letter of January 13 and memos of the 20th, 
concerning the Abyan Meclamation Project report of Aden, I have read 
part of the report, and a letter has cone forward roquesting the American 
Consulate office in Aden to eond me a copy, Also, T want to thenk you 
for requesting odditicn: bulletins for this office and for the many 
you have been sending as well as sources of information, 


I note your plans to make a feld trip to the Middle Fast and Africa 


this tine 
the field by ihe tine you ars in thie area, I do not see how you could 
+ oe 10 days to two weeks profitably assisting in agriculture, After 
and have had time to recognize their problem, I an sure 
a Of course we way have some men 
the field by the tine you come tis way, ard I assume sone one vill 
poss 


Dt 
mentioned the possibility of Dr, Gar] Taylor making us a visit, 
glad to have him sve the village of &) Dorb, on’ heve the 
any suggestion he might wish to mke, If sufficient wter 
available wo drilled welis, and a reagomble highway is wilt 
between El Parb and Jidda, the £1 Darb area can become very inportent, 


Best wishes to all in the office, 
Sincerely you's, 








le Ve Edens, Chief 
Agriculture Division 











Mr, Hormann F, Eilts, Vics Consul, 
dnerlean Consulate, 
Aden, Aden 
Dear Sirs 

I should appreciate receiving a copy of the British Colonial 
Office Agricultural Mission to the Abyan Neclanation Project report 
in 1951, T havo beon informed thet this report will be of value to 
some contemplated vork in the Asir of Saudi Arabia, 
Your assistance in obtaining this report will be appreeiated, 


Sincerely yours, 


WOlian J, Chief 
igrinaltare Division 








inprovement prograns 
agriculture, sanitation, education, melarial control and other, 
Efforts to improve agriculture in Saudi Arabia, of necessity, 
will be tied in closely with village life, Knowledge of experiences 
of others should be both stimulating and helpful. 
Whatever you can forward to me will be appreciated, 


Sincerely yours, 


William J, Chief 
lestoniags Meetihen 





TELGRAM RECEIVED: 


1/2 ~—s No. 405 


Foward complete list technicians necessary implement Asir and other 
rural improvement district teams with minimum qualifications for 
each technician. Also forward estimated dates that each team is 


wanted, 


ACHES ON 


Reply of 1/7/53 


lists. Irrigation Engineer 
General Extension ‘griculturist 
Sanitarian 
Physician being recruited locally, 


see Chron ITI and Pending Personnel. 
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Unable to reconcile your $94 with your 867, Commmity development 
project obligates $500,000 for purposes that agreement only so 
cancelling Obligation N umber 220 would not release funis for 
quarantine station unless commmity development project agreement 
amended by reduction to $460,000, Recognize importance of Quarantine 
Project, however, until TOA/SA determines its financial position, 
TCAM is unable to authorize additional obligotions or take necessary 
steps to make additional fimds available, 

It's of utmost importance every effort be made by using 
all available personnel supply additional information requested 
in Deptel Gi, to include itemization of all obligations made by 
T0A/SA during current fiscal yar. 
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INCOMING TEL'GRAM May 20, 1953 
PROM: SECSTATE TOTEC YOUR 867, dy 


Cannot assure allotment excess $1,536,000. You authorized shift between program 
activities as well as between technicians, supply, ete. Obligation for 
technician costs should reflect realistic estimate for filled positions and not 
gross amount shown on activity authorization. Adjust if necessary. 

Unable understand situation resulting possible over obligation. No 
basis TCA supplemental program to IMS pending receipt report. 

Your commmications indicate $293,000 available quarantine station, 
edu¢ation, immunization and El Darb contract project, Are these considered 
to be obligated? Advise by air-mail ( all additional information relating 
status program and commitment to SAG. 

If investigation reveals actual overobligation supply date pursuant Foreign 
Finance Circular 87 so reports may be submitted to President, Vice President 
and Speak’of House pursuant public law 759, 8lst Congress. Persons responsible 
this situation must be clearly identified. 


SMITH 











é 
Advance Obligation No,42 
i May 18, 1953 


This must appear on the Embassy books as Obligation No, 220, 


SOOO 
John A, Stacy , seting Executive Officer 








Weekly Letter Excerpts. 
For Information of John A. Stacy March 28, 1953 
From Weekly Series Letter 39, dated March 16, received March 26 


Public Health: Dr, Stark has been requested to prepare a list of 
necessary supplies and equipment for a small general clinic 
for the El Darb project. He was sent a copy of the suggested 
list of supplies and equipment for a Public Health Center 
sent you on March 3, Itwas clearly indicated that it was only 
a suggested list and would require extensive revision, As 
soon as the estimated cost is known, authority to purchase and 
an obligation number will be requested by cable, 


(Note information ive Mr, Betizg and Mr.Ferguson 
also y 











Jidda, Saudi Arabia 
January 3, 1953 


a magiy wer to 
UNCLASSIFIED 


Mr, Thoms Hart, Chief, 
Saudi Arabla-Yemen Branch, NEADS, 
Technica) Cooperation \duinistration, 
Deparment of State, 
Washington, D,C, 





Dear Tom: 


It is requested that Dr, Stark, when he arrives in Wshington, 
prepare a list of necessary supplies and equipment for a small 
general clinic to be loeited at 2) Derb in the Asir, He should 
keep in mind thet there will be no public utility services, At 
present there are no medical services there, so the clinic should 
be as general and practical as possthle, 


Ag soon ag the sstimated cost le know, authority to porchase 
and an obligation mmber will be celled, 


Tt is weged that these supplies be purchased as soon ag possible, 
In addition, recruitment of Stark, Brinck and Butler should he 
expedited. ‘There is no need for any of those to mike stops enroute 
unless something unforeseen ovcurs, 


Attempts are being made to secure the services of an Arabic 
speaking doctor for this project, It is anticipated to use the 
sanitarian recently requested on this assignment, It is preferred 
him through normal channels as this method takes too long, 


Sincerely yours, 


John A, Dunevay 
Acting 0.5, Director of Technical 
Cooperation in Saudi Arabia 
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TOTES 
Ourtel 112, 
Dr, Kanefani inquiring about possibility of his employment. 
Other plans peniing, lease advise if interosted, 
MINOR 





March 10, 1953 
FROM BEIRUT No, 112 
UNCLASSIFIED 

TOTEC 


Per your letter to Peter Jan 6, have located interested doctor in 

Beirut Ibrahim Kanafani, single, Moslem, born 19520, Lebanese, 

MD 1944 St. Joseph University, asst. surgeon Rubiez Hospital Beirut; 
speaks Arabic, English, French. Reply if interested we will investigahe 
professional ability and reputation if you desire, 
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Any assistance that you eould give us in finding a dostor for this 





TCA: JABtacy :GWFerguson : pn 
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1 RESTRICTED Ceci: 
Fron SeoState, lio. 478, dtd Feb 16 Rw. 

of Ang Vi. 
WOSEC TOTEC Asir wos not prosented as program envisioning major road — 


construeticn program, however, nc objeetion to use equiyment needed for fl 
Darb developnent in manner indicated your 594. Troposed project scoms most 
desirable for maximm economic development of this imrortant area, In order to 
justify procurement locally, following information required: 


quantity, size, make, model mmber, condition, 
erare parts evailable, 


Estimate of US cort, D~7 w/biade, is $18,250, D»? w/scraper 13<15 yards 4s 
$25,000. Delivery time mith mk eight months. Add estimated ovean freight 
approximately §1500/" Your §97, $500,000 contained in distribution by 
quarterly periods, /!unés for this project must be financed from scat_) 
allotment $1,24/,000 plus fourth quarter allotment, DULLES 


oO 
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From Series Letter #33, dated 1/23/53 received 2/9/53, 

We feel that Dr. Dolley will be needing an Agricultural Vocational 
Training Specialist. As outlined in our comments on the Asir progran, 
it is felt that this man is an essential element in the team approach 
of this problem. If you concur in this we would suggest that a request 
with a job description be submitted at the earliest date, It will in 
all likelihood be a minimum of 6 months from the time the request is 
received until the man reports to Saudi ‘rabla. But I still think the 
way to put your Asir program into action is to ask for a "team" from 


the foundation as I discussed with Betzig." 


We ly letter 31 § tan 53 Reed o™ 53 


"Your 525, dated January 7, giving the details on recruitment of 
technicians for the Rural Commnity Development program was received 
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March 3, 195), 
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Advisor, can ve of considerable 


will look forward to his spending a little 


¢ Iam sure that Dr, Carl Taylor, 
phase of our activities, 


engaged in commnity development work at 


Figis 
$a 


Sincerely yours, 
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March 1, 1954 


Your Highness: 
Your letter of February 27, 1954, with amendments attached 
concerning work to be conducted at Khmulais was received. 


393 
23355 


Amendment No, 3 is satisfactory. 
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H.R.H, Prince Sultan Bin Abdul Asis 


Minister of Agriculture 


mt WEdens /pa 


Fo ign Service of the” 
United States of Americ 





FELEGRAM 








OUTGOING 
CHARGE: eaten Control: youmro #298 
DATE: Peteuary 5, 195k 
1: Pou/w 


USFOTO 226. Ungubsbligated balance £217,000. lana involve 
subobligating 53,000 Khulais through 35,000 Agriculture, 12,000 Sdueation, 
2,000 Natural Resources, 12,000 Health; Itwad 1h3,000 through 63,000, 
22,000, 28,000, 30,000 respectively and Seneral Progra 15,000, ixpect 
65 to 70 percent to be subobligated curing balance present fiscal year, 
remainier during first quarter next fecal year. 


Oifcation WU. &, GOVERNMENT PRINTING OFFICE: 1952 - 220210 
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TELEGRA! RECEIVED 


FROM: gecepare DATE: PRERUARY O122Iyz/19%, 
ot NOs USPTO 226 


nt * oMDRILL / RECEIVED: PReRARY 020734 
at ie 
Advise your plans for subeoblig tion balance $500,000 dommnity 
Developaent Program Agreerent, Frsential this information available 
connection Gongrereionsl presentation FY 1955 program 
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LEG AM “Foreign Service of thy” 
| Unitea otates of America 





OUTGOING 
UNCLASSIFIED 
CHARGE: Classification Control: TOUSFO 258 
1: Fo ; DATE: dans 10, 195) 


ze TOUSFO A«19 October 20 and TOUSFO 217 Novenber 30, all 
efforts to negotiate settlenent payment water truck fruitless, liequest 
authorization settle for $5,500, 
TAYLOR, ACTING 
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WU. &. GOVERNMENT PRINTING OFFICE) 1962 + 220810 


LEGRAM : eee 


OUTGOING 











CHARGE: Classification Control: 


DATE; Sanmuary 5, 295% 


1:  AMRCORP, Piladelphia 


Plaming use lupay party for ground control Itwad, Ktulais and 
Qian City. 


HARLAND J, CORSON, DIRECTOR 
USA OPERATIONS MISSTON 10 SAUDT ARABIA 


Classification WU. 6. GOVERNMENT PRINTING OFFICE; 1952 - 220210 


TELEGRAM vnc 
OUTGOING Pile 


CHARGE: Center Control: yous g275 


roa DATE: Getower 27, 1953 


NOBEL. 
If possible, waive crientation course Pred Herhem excopt few days in 





Agriculture. ‘isedec for Kimlais project. 
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American Embassy 
Jidda, Saudi Arabia 


MEMORANDUM August 9, 1953 


T0: Mr, John 4, Dunaway, Acting U. °, Director of 
Teehnical Cooperation in Saudi Arabla 


FROM: G, W, Ferguson 
Chief, Health and Sanitation Division 


SUBJECT: Permission to see files on the Rural Develo;ment Project 


Yesterday I asked Mrs, George, the file clerk, for the files on the 
Rural Development Project, She asked if I were authorized to see 
this file and I told her that the project referred to health and that 
I was appointed on a cormittee by the Acting Country Director to dis. 
cuss this project and make plans for future operations, This was 
not enough to satisfy her, 


Therefore, I am requesting to know whether these files are avail- 
able to ne? If they are, I request that Mrs, Goorge be so notified, 





FROMIIOAL COOPERATION ADMINTISTRATT OF 
Jidda, Saudi Arable 


July 23, 1953 


VEMORANDIM 0: Rural Community Development Comnittes 


FROM; Edward Betzlg £9 
Aching Program Officer 


sipiact: Pronosals for Operations 


Tho felloving proposals are presented to form the basis for 
going projects. After disewssian and stuly, each Division should 
present concrete plans of work tmsed on what can be don? Rov and 
in the immediate future with tho technicians already in the field. 
Disevasions with SAG officials as to their ideas and enggestions, 
and field trips to the earsas concerned should be mile pars of the 


plaming process. 


hen such plane have been put into 
omferencea should be held with Mr. Rueseind and SAG officials 


to get final elearances on proposals. it thie time, the miter 
of actual implenentetion should te discussed end every effort 


nade to begin field vork, 


Wadd Utund 


a) Roed repair and improvement bo vegm immediately. 
AS this time emphasis must be placed on overcoming procurenent 
diffioulties and seeing that Government contractor begi.ne to 
nove, Work snd equipment should be supervised by TCA-GAG 
officials ao this 1e the only way to assure proper nee and 


maintenance of equipment. 


b) Clarify status of velludrilling operations and work 
out definite tine schedule ~ number of walle to be drilled, 
ate. It is understood a new rig is to ba sent to Vedi Tiwad 
ae goa 26 a nowly-contracted driller arrives. Zt would bs 
nest, if possible, Zor this wore to be carried out under the 


technical. guidance of a TCA geologist . 


gonewnat detailed form, 


»oZ-« 


¢c) In the latter part of Angust or early September, 
the Chief of the Agriculture Division, with whatever 
specialists are in the field, should to to £1 Darb for 
a short reconnaissance te make up a work plan. F 
thie, a TCA techniclan should be stationed at £1 Darb te 
help lecal people improve the irrigation set-up and mothads, 
Supply him with necessary shovela, picks, wheel-barrowg and 
perheps a tractor and trucks to begin small dewenstration 
projects aimed at getting better use of surface water. is 
would also work to improve crops, try out nev crops, etc. 


A Palestinian or other local person should be 
recruited to work with the TOA technician, It is recom. 
mended that the Department of Agriculture employes previously 
stationed at Burgide-inzla be so employed, SAG is determinad 
that we carry out such work in this region end w must use the 


mon and resources al hand. 


d) When the irrigation engineer being recruited arrives 
in Saudi Arabia, he should immediately be employed to carry 
out studies in Itwad and should select certain projects to 
be carried out on a demonstrations] mais, Stress in al) 
auch work should be on use of local labor, mterials and 
simle mackinery, Improvement of practices and methods 
nov employed shoulé de the prime method of approach, It 
should be noted that, at best, this work requires a lergs 
outlay of capital if a rational flood control ~ irrigetion 
aysten is to be built in the Wadi, 


¢) In the latter part of August or early 
the Chief of the Health Division and his technicians should 
ge to Hl Dart for a short reeonnaisgance to carry out 
healtigenitation survey of the Wadi and present proposale 
for work, It is recomended that a local doctor (Middle 
Yastern) be recruited immediately and be stationed at a 
Clinic located in El Dard. AU. &. Sanitarian should alge 
work in the area and carry cut such projects as are considered 
feasible. The rapart of Brinck on the Wadi Fatima village 
wight be used at a basis for disevssion and for drawing up 


work plone. 


ajo 


£) This project has taken so long to get into 
operation that i 12 imperative we begin now to make vse 


of the man, equipment, supplies, ote., at hand to get 
something started, The fact that there are many difficultics 


to overcons should not prevent a start from being mde, 


During the first weeks, the field party will of 
necessity have to live in tents or other temporary quarters, 
However, ons of the firgt tasks of the field group should 
be to duild a permanent camp near a water woll, Equipment, 
supplies, transport, ete., required for this work should 
be gotten together and ba ready to go by Septenber 1, 


g) Work in Wedi Khuleig — Hada esh Shan should follow 
a sonewhet similar plen, Water exploration and voll] drilling 
should be pushed, Haelth end Agriculture surveys should be 
mate and work plens draw up during August 20 as to bo ready 
to begin work by September, 


An American Agriculture technician and a local 
agrieulturist should work with the people as noted above. 


A Health technicien, preferably a Sanitarian, 
after Gudying the region, should carry out demcastration 
projoote. 


Tenporary living quarters, such ao trailers, 
would have to be provided, 


It is realined that great difficulties remain to be 
ovarcom. However, nearly eight months have gate by sinde 
the Project Agroement was signed, Aside from tho purchase 
of owe rend equipnent and some geological exploration and 
wel drilling, nothing has Deen done, This project is a 
priority project with SiG and it is up to ws te achieve the 


macau results, 


Uritical comnts on the above proposals are requested. 
It should be stressed hovevor, that the tims for diseussia 
is past and what fe necessary is to draw up work plone and 


got underuny. 


[? ~b 


Jidda, Seudi Arabia 





July 20, 1953 


Mr. J. A. Dunaway 
seting J, °, Director 





FROM: G. W. Ferguson 
Chief, Health and Sanitation Division 


SUBJECT: Field Trip to Wadi Khulais 


On July 18, the writer accompanied Mr. Parker to Wadi Khulais 
on an exploratory trip to see the general nature of the area, We 
both were impressed with the relative amount of vegetation we saw. 
In fact, in the north end of the Wadi there was a good sized brook 
which finally disappeared in the gravel bed down stream, 


Since there are few people there, the health problems are 
not many, However, there is a need to investigate the prevalence 
of communicable diseases which might affect a development progran. 


Since I believe that there is a possibility to improve the 
agriculture there by better utilisation of existing water, arrange- 
ments are being mde for Dr. Butler to plan to make the necessary 
investigations of communicable diseases. 


GWFerguson :dg 
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Jidda, Saudi Arabia a2 
CONFIDENTIAL = 
Dear Si: 


This letter will be confined to the Rural Comunity Development 
Project. 


Reference is made to your telegram 658, We have not as yet approached 
SAG along the lines suggested in the above telegram and, until our finan- 
cial situation is clarified for 195), it seems immaterial to which item 
of the agreement the cost of the technicians are charged, In either case 
this cost would have to be met from the total allotment for 195). 


We have not as yet received an explanation as to the makeup of the 
"team" you propose to engage by contract for the commnity project. 


I note in Mr. Betzig's memo. of December 11, 1952, reference to the 
isan road and the advisability of putting it in a more 
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development 
of operation was somewhat nebulous, However, as incorporated in the 
agreement, the general purposes are three-fold: 


1. Development of land and water resources, drilling of wells, con- 
struction of irrigation works, testing of soils and bringing new 
land inte cultivation, 


2. To imrove agricultural production, improve live stock, control 
en improve processing, marketing and farming 
me : 


3. Improve health, transportation, highways, education, 


There have been several recommendations as to methods of procedure 
and scope and direction of the work, I refer to a memo, from Mr, Betzlg 
of December 11, 1952, with supporting memoranda from Messrs. Brown, 
Edens and Ferguson. I also make some suggestions in my letter to you of 
December 30, 1952, 


At the time £1 Darb was decided upon Dr. Brown was the only member 
of the staff who had first-hand knowledge of Wadi Itwad, the Asir region 


reports on soil, rainfall and agriculture of this 
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ject under way, several other things are neces- 
sary besides a passable road; water, housing ad technicians. 


The personnel situation is too well known to enlarge on here. Up 
to date none of the technicians which Messrs. Edens and Ferguson con- 
sider necessary has arrived, although Mr. Moon has spent about a month 
in the region and might be available for further assignment. 


As for water, I refer to the accompanying statements by Drs. Brom 
and Edens. 


As for housing, Mr. Moon accompanied the well driller to El Darb 
with the idea of overseeing construction of a headquarters house as soon 
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1, ‘That one team of 5 technicians only be employed in FY~5l, and that 
these be divided between El Darb and Kulais, 


2. ‘That work at El Darb be confined at first to exploration of ground 
and surface water; if a suitable supply of underground water is not 
found the work to be centralized in technical work on contour mapping, 
diversion dam design, construction, etc, This should be supplemented 
by work of such specialists as may be available in soils, live stock 
and other phases of agriculture, 


3. That if a sufficient ground water supply is found at Kulais, a couple 
of technicians should be assigned there - one in agriculture and one 
in health, If water is not found, another site should be selected in 
agreement with SAG. Regardless of other favorable circumstances, the 
population at Kulais ~ about 300 = does not justify a large outlay of 
money such as a full team of five would entail. 


These suggestions are offered with some hesitatim as I am not sure 
that all the factors in the situation are properly evaluated, There may, 
of course, be better alternatives and we would welcome the results of 


your thinking on the subject, 
With personal regards, 





Sincerely yours, 


John A. Dunaway 
Acting U. 5, Director of 


Technical Cooperation in 
Saudi Arabia 


JADunaway 10 CONFIDENTIAL 
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anda to J le 
FTSRESS Tit Wea T Gace Hiv, dtd 68-53, Subj: Health 
Development Project." 


’ 
e Asir Project on the Personnel Pattern of the Division of 
th and Sanitation for FY-5l), 
Brown, Chf, Natural Resources Div., dtd 6elle53, Subj: Darb Project. 
dens, Chf, Agriculture Div., dtd G=Lie$3, Subj: Commnity Develope 
ment Project in Wadi Itwadeasir, 


Fr Betaig, Acting Program Officer, dtd 6~l$<53, Subj; Re-Evaluation of 
Asir-Khulais Project. 
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Jidda, Saudi ‘rable 
June 18, 1953 


MEMORANDIM TO; Mr, John A, Dunaway 
Acting w, &, Director 


FROM: Edward Betsig 
Acting Program Officer 


RE: Revaluation of Asir-Khulais Project 


T. BACKGROND OF rRareor 
Composition of J. $. Contributions 


In July, 1952, SAG was dissatisfied with the relatively small 
TCA/SA program budget and threstened to cancel the program. Dr. Stratton 
held several conferences with Najib Bey Salha, then the Assistant Deputy 
Minister of Finance, le tentatively proposed that he would seek a 
$500,000 cash increase, if S40 would match it, to be spent in some 
community for development purposes. No details sre available in the 
field concerning his conferences in ‘uguet, 1952, in ‘eshington with 
Department and TCA officials, It was decided that TCA would offer 
SAG @ package program as of the FY-53 budget - the Rallvay “urvey, 
an Aerial Survey and the »000 Community Development Project, 
Ambassador Hare and Dr, Brow are believed to have opposed the idea of 
community development, stressing the peculiar nature of Saudi Arabia 
and the need to push geological studies and land-water use development 
before undertaking an over-all improvement program, 


In a memorandum to Najib Bey Salhs from Dr. Stratton dated 
September 13, 1952, it is stetei "it is understood that if the project 
is agreed upon, the J. S. Government, through Point 4, would contribute 
$500,000 (five hundred thousand dollars) exclusive of the salaries of 
J. S, technicians, provided that SAG would contribute an equivalent 


sum in Riyals." 


It was clearly understood that the project was thought of by 
Dr, Stratton and so presented to SAG as ‘capital assistance’, 


In a memo for the files from Dr. Stratton dated October 23,1952, 
regarding a meeting with the Deputy Minister of Finance, Suliman Hamad; 
Dr. Sdens, Dr. Brown and Sadek Husseini, the following is stated: 


"Ye should jointly embark upon a Community Development /roject 

with the J. %. providing $500,000 exclusive of the cost of the technicians" 
——- "I pointed out that this represented a contribution of nearly one 
million dollars ($350,000 RR Survey, $120,000 Aerial Survey, $20,000 
Schools in Jidda, $500,000 Community Development Project) vhich we 
ina a tlc unc nt dm hn te 
stints a Sm, et prepared 40 pay Bt 

ly the cost of the salaries of technicians but to pay for the cost of 
oeir housing in Saudi Arabia." 














The $500,000 contribution was clearly regarded as being a one-year 
contribution - namely FY-53. 


In a letter to Mr, Fryer from Dr. Stratton deted (october 23,1952, 
in which the October 22 meeting 1s discussed, Dr. Stratton wrote; 
"I should add that when asked if TCA would continue with this sort of 
development work another year, I replied that I could not guarantee 
what sums vould be appropriated nor for what purposes. I added, 
however, that if in this current year, we could demonstrate here in 
Saudi Arable that our two governments were vorking in Close and 
friendly cooperation and producing tangible results that I felt that 
both governments would wish to continue this sort of program and 
projects beyond the end of this fiscal year.” 


In a letter to Fryer from Stratton dated November 4, 1952, 
regarding the FY~54 budget, he noted: "It should also be pointed 
out that the budget makes no provision for direct financial 
contributions to Community Development Projects in '54." 


Ove: 


It should be remarked here that the proposed Commmity 
Development Project in Tihama-Asir was drawn up on the barest of 
essential information, Some aerial survey work had been done; 
also some geological studies and mapping. FAO teams head also made 
studies in this general area. However, no careful detailed study 
was made of the region with the object in mind of selecting objectives, 
delineating work to be done, estimating costs and time periods and 
how the project was to be carried on over a number of years, 
Considering the very backward, isolated and neglected nature of the 
region, the most careful planning should have been done, It should 
have been apparent to anyone even casually familiar with the region 
that no gne- tt. To oan Punag wo tLe 
the surface oneession to planning was the Agreement's 
provision that the funds obligated in FY-53 would be available for 
expenditure over a three year period, 


III, SBUgOTTON OF PRogLoT sires 


Selection of the sites had been delayed awaiting Dr. Brown's 
return in lat October, 1952, from the J, 5. His decision was of 
prime importance as he was the only staff member in any sense 
familiar with this and other regions, Following his return, due 
to pressure from SAG to present a development plan, there was no 
time available for a careful end comparative analysis of severa] 
regions, This was unfortunate as the sum of money at hand was very 
small in terms of what was proposed to be done and in terms of the 
very great natural obstacles to economic development work in Saudi 


Arabla, 


mm «je ~ 


Among the sites discussed were the Anaisa-Buraide District, 
Wadi Sahbah, east of £1 Kharj and west of the Dahana, wadis around 
Jidda and Taif, and southwestern Arabia - namely the northern end of 
the Tihama @] Yemen including wadis Gisan and Itwad and the Abha Najran 
region and the southern end of Tihama~esh-Sham, including Wadi Heli 
and Wadi Yebah. These latter wadis were favored by Dr. Brown but as 
aerial survey-mosaic work had not been completed as they had been in 
Wadi Itwad, the latter was selected, Wadi Sahbeh, of considerable 
potential development value, was not selected due to Dr, Stratton's 
belief it was too close to Riyadh and might, if developed, become 
another Royal farm, The Tihama al Yemen with fair soils and water 
conditions and vith certain political factors being considered, was 
regarded with greatest favor although studies vere still in their 


beginning phase. 


In a memo to the files regarding the October 22 conference, 
Dr. Stratton writes "We had chosen the areas presented partly because 
sitbden catundie ¢ go ge explored by the Natural oa 
Division and ly because o access ‘bility , iI 
pointed out that T had felt ate areas ve A. le could 
be done with the money available and in a shorter time than in certain 
other regions to which we had given consideration." "Of the regions 
we discussed, the SAG officials indicated the desireability of under- 
taking a Community Development Project at Wadi Itwad, Asirsand “adi 
Khulais, Hejas." 





T was not asked to attend this or any other conference with 
SAG officials concerning this Project, nor was I given an opportunity 


It might be remarked that Itvad is as difficult of access as any 
location in Eastern Arabia. 


The Tihama-Asir and the mountain Asir region are generally regarded 
as among the most promising, eS ae in Saudi Arabia due to good 
solls and a relatively fair (as compared to the desert climate 
prevailing elsewhere), However, all reports indicate that despite the 
relatively favorable conditions, that the people exist in great poverty 
and are constantly in a precarious position due to their inability to 
use properly the water available. Therefore, the goal ought first to 
be to develop controls over water flow and thus conserve all available 
supplies for use for crops and for human and animal consumption. 


Selection of sites obviously should have been dependent on a 
clear conception of objectives. In selecting the Tihama it is not 
Clear as to what objectives vere sought. If water development vere 
the basic goal, planning would have had to have been in terms of 
years and millions of dollars. (This view is premised on the British 
experience in water development under somevhat similar conditions in 
Aden = specifically the Abayan District, with a local rainfall of 2" 
and heavy rains in the highlands draining into the wadis, on which 
several reports are available), 


7 


In the opinion of most technicians familair with the situation, 
such development is the only really fruitful one. 


The other approach for the Tihama is to try to improve conditions 
mainly through technical assistance, It is to be most seriously questioned 
if such an approach is the most practical. The primitive nature of the 
economy, the lack of transport facilities and the general isolation of 
the region would probabiy be little affected, even in the course of 
SS eae In more advanced communities such as Vatif, 

» Abha, ete,, this way is undoubtedly sound. But in the Tiham 
it would appear,after careful study, to be impractical until such time 
as the contfol and use of water sre improved, The very isolation of 
the region mitigates against its being a “demonstration center", “audi 
officials certainly vould not undergo the hardships to see it. It is 
also to be noted that FAO in adi Gizan is approaching the problem from 
the viewpoint of land and water development, By providing a sound 
economle basis on which to build, they hope to rejuvenate a now 
stagnant if not actually declining region. 


The Yhulais - Wadda esh Sham Vadis appear to be somewhat better 
suited for the community type approach. They ar readily accessible 
to Jidda and hence might be used to demonstrate to °AG officials what 
can be done to better the life of Saudi rural dvellers. However, the 
water problem is of importance here also. ‘nless water can be 
controlled and new sources found, additional land cannot be brought into 
cultivation. This means that the present subsistence living can be 
improved only to a very limited degree, 


In summing up site selection, it must be stressed that any type 
of improvement in Saudi Arable has to be thought of in terms of years, 
It is a serious mistake to think that conditions here can be changed 
in a few years by a few foreign technicians. Spectacular results 
cannot be expected as Saudi irabla is a poor land. Real improvement 
will come largely from the discovery of new resources or the efficient 
use of and discowry of new vater sources. 


TV YORE ELANS 


The October 23 memorandum from Dr, Stratton notes that he informed 
CAG, when questioned as to work procedure, that "the Netural Resources 
group would move directly to the commmity with proper equipment and would 
start drilling wells at sites which had already been selected by then 
and that at the same time Dr, Edens would send in agricultural tech- 
nicians to study existing agricultural conditions and discuss ways and 
means for crop improvements with local officials" -- 
intention as soon as possible to send into these commmities a public 
health team and that this team would be equipped not only for prevent- 
ative measures in malarial control but would plan to set up a clinic 
for examinations of the people and for treatment of diseases," 


“ ya.8 "ye VL 


to improve the road to Wadi Itwad and we may need to purchase or rent 
equipment available here", 


Under these general arrangements, the project started. Great 
delay was experienced in getting a drilling rig into the wadi - and 
indeed the project has continuously suffered from either lack of 
or breakdown of the equipment, When it finally arrived, results vere 
far from favorable with two wells proving to be salt and a third 
heaving a limited quantity of sweet water for camp supply. Further 
drilling is still to be undertaken with results still in question. 

It would appear as though the stress on wells for irrigation has 
caused the need for controlling flood water to be somewhat overlooked, 
However, studies have been carried on concerning the drainage area of 
Itwad and it is recognized that control and use of flood water is of 

importance in any planning. FAO plans for Gizan are based on 
flood control projects with a certain amount of well drilling proposed. 
Conditions in Itwad as regards rainfall, ete,, are very similar to those 
in Gisan, 


Final decision on road improvement was slow in coming but some 
time ago steps were taken to purchase $150,000 vorth of equipment from 
the TCA portion of funds with the Saudis performing the work. This 
expenditure, actually a meagre one, illustrates how necessary pre- 

on is to be developed, such an expenditure 
is only the beginning. The road costs are rough estimates and are 
and type of work to be done. ‘nder the harsh, 
desert conditions and difficult maintenance problems, equipment wears 
to be expected that this item will need to be 
be keptopen and in fair repair, Work 
has not yet begun although SAG has at last selected a contractor to 
do the job. 


Due to slow recruitment of personnel there have been no 
agriculture technicians or public health teams to send into the area, 
Hence, to date, with well drilling still in the exploratory stage, 
the road work still to be begun and the lack of personnel, the project 
remains almost wholly on paper. 


Khuleis and Hadda esh Sham are in a similar condition of paralysis 
with water resources still uncertain, 


—" 


v. ups 


At thie time no funds are available for the project. This is 
due to failure to post as an obligation the $500,000 Project Funds 
and their subsequent expenditure for other purposes. To date, 
$150,000 has been spent or is available for the purchase of road 
machinery or equipment and $40,000 for medical supplies, This means 
that in any case, TCA cannot carry out its commitments to SAG under 
the Agreement, This in itself is a most difficult and embarrassing 


situation. 


If work ig planned in the area in FY-54, funds must be obligated 
through the draving up of a supplement to the Rural Community Development 
Project Agreement, This lack of funis is obviously of prime importance 
as even Washington's proposal to use part of the project funds to 
contract teams of technicians is impossible wnder the cireunstances, 


This latter proposal would require a further negotiation with 
SAG as the Agreement clearly vas intended to provide a capital fund 
of $500,000 with technicians being provided in addition, [t is 
doubtful if SAG in its present frame of mind vould accept this 
proposal. Also as stated previously, the money allocated for this 
project is very little when compered to the long list of services 
proposed to be carried cut in the Agreement, 


VI. RecBVALUATION OF PROTECT 


The field staff is in agreement thet the Ttwad project must be 
re-evaluated if the most fruitful results are to be obtained, There 


2 
alle economic development of Saudi (rable by allowing for an 
appreciable increase in food production. 


The irrigation systems currently used and as described vividly 
in the Van der Plas - FAO report are antiquated and inefficient, The 
amount of flood water which is used economically is only « small 
percentage of what could be used were sedimentation and 
controlled, proper diversion structures, canals and 
or built, Reports indicate that a very apprecible amount of land 
could be placed in production and land already used be made nore 
productive were surface water properly handled and in certain 
instanees if pumps vere installed to enable be 
for irrigation purposes, Also related to such work is 
have a thorough knowledge of the soils available in the region, 


Complicating the entire problem is the very backward nature 
of the region with the cultivators lacking modern knowledge with 
which to conditions and also without financial ability to 
do so even if desired. Van der Plas reports that disastrous floods 
and lack of any kind of reserves have caused the 
of lands on the part of many farmers in recent 











the people in the region to use 
Soil studies have to be made, 
land undertaken, irrigation systems sheuld be repaired, enlarged and 
extended and such new works built as are within the range of the 
financial means available ~ including canals, diversion structures, 
storage reservoirs, etc. 


It is proposed that exploratory drilling be continued and 
studies of control of surface water pressed. Meanwhile, road repair 
will be carried on. As health and agriculture technicians become 
available, they can be sent into the Wadi to begin projects and to 
ameliorate local conditions, Obviously, continued work on the 
project is dependent on a clarification of the mission's financial 
status, At this time, with the project funds expended for other 
purposes, little can be done except such work as technicians can 
carry on without expenditures for supplies, equipment, contract 
work, etc, 





: 


It 1s clear that an irrigation engineer and 2 soils expert 
must be on hand to supervise this project. They ought to work in 
coordination with local technicians, These latter will be difficult 
to find but every effort ought to be mde to do so, After studying 
the region and using the information developed by previous studies, 
these technicians will make proposals as to work to be undertaken 
and will prepare designs and plans for the same, livery effort should 
be made to carry out such projects cooperatively and with the partici- 
pation of the local inhabitants. As far as possible, local materials, 
hand and labor should be used and the use of expensive machinery 
kept to a minimum, A long range objective must be to train local 
personnel to carry on and extend this work in the future. 


Comm 
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Criticism 


6, 


serve no 
blame 
te 


I was in no way upset by the somewhat critical tone of your letter 


for in fact you are not nearly as critical as I am, It w 
for the rather sad state we are in, I think it is useful, however, 
can be 
the one 
if the 
negotiati 
» The 
to just 
general 
economi 


useful purposes to rehash our difficulties or attempt to assess the 
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a good understanding of the situation and would 


my wesentation accomplished anything, I believe 


tle opportunity to present ICA to Secretary Dulles 
did have an hour with Mr. Stassen's assistant. | 
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CONFINENTIAL 


John A. Dunaway 


Acting U. S, Director of 


Technical Cooperation in 
Saudi Arabia 
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